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ANNU 1189 


© To the right worſhipfull 
Miſtreſſe Vrſula Walſingham, 


grace mercie and peace from 


God the father, aud from the 
Lord leſus Chriſt, 


$ Ccording as your worſhips plea- 
ſure was, I haue peruled this 
booke,and as winde and weather 
AR woulde ſerue for paſſage, haue 
brought it out of Fraunce into 
England: The cauſe of your li- 
— king, cannot be miſliked of any 
and the iudgment of the right honourable my Mai- 
ſter, may ſtande as moſt grounded in trueth and iu- 
ſtice, whereby he ſentenced him not onely to be of 
the Religion of Chriſt, but alſo truely a religious 
Chriſtian, For ſurely, if I be not deceiued in iudge- 
ment, who ſo ſhal reade this booke,ſhall finde there 
was a Chriſt in the man, and ſuch a Chriſt, as made 
him in deed a Chriſtian, not fot a day or two, not for 
faire and calme weather onely, but from the firſt be- 
ginning of his entrance into the knowledge of God, 
to his very laſt breath, in moſt ſharpe and ſtormia 
tempeſts, as witneſſeth his happic and bleſſed mar- 
eyrdome, in that moſt horrible ſlaughter of tho 
Saintes of GOD, on Barthelmewes day in Pa- 
tis that wicked murdereſſe of Gods people, againſt 
whome their innocent blood cryeth to God for 
vengeance againſt the day of wrath. As he felt, ſo 
he wrote, and his feeling was with ſuch ſpirituall 
vadcrſtanding, as that we may well ſee, he was 
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one of them of whorne hee wrote, and by fo well 
knowing himſelfe to his euerlaſting comfort, gaue 
vs a Waye to knowe our ſelues for the joyous. aſſu- 
rance of our ſaluation. The greateſt comforte we 
haue, is to knowe that we ar. of the citis of God, 
and hoſocuer would honour vs the moſt, could not 
better performe it to our liking, then to aſſuro vs 
we are the children of that heauenly father, brought 
into that honour and dignitie , by Chriſt that dyed 
for vs, and gaue himſelfe for vs, and in whonte wee 
dwcll,and he in us, if we deceiue not our felues, As 
for the cõfort we might reape, by — made men, 
and not beaſtes, though it be great, and God is ther- 
fore greatly to be 1 yet conſidering what 
G od did for vs, and what we haue done againſt him, 
where he ſet ys by grace, and where we find e out 
ſelues through fanne and rebellion, we haue cauſe 
rather to forowe, then to ioye, of heauineſſe then 
of com fort: and in that reſpect, the verieſt varlet & 
caitife that goeth vpon the earth hath as much to 
triumphe in, as hath the beſt man of God, the dea - 
reſt child of our heauenly Father. For they are men, 
as well as we, made to the Image of God as well as 
we, haue as great light in them of naturall reaſon & 
vnderſtanding. as we, witneſſe the Heathen that ne- 
uer knewe God, n o worſe ſinners in Adam then we, 
but we as bad as they, both of vs for our ſin and re- 
bellion againſt him in that man Adam iuſtly blin- 
ded, iuſtly condemned. This the blinde wiſe Philo- 
fopher did not ſee, and this the obſtinate Pelagian 
Papiſt at this day will not acknowledge, and theres 
fore they both lift vp cheir heeles againſt God; 
haue wicked thoughts, and ſpeake blaſphemous 

wordes againſt heauęn, and againſt their owne fak- 
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tation, And beeauſe this prerogatiue ouer other 
creatures, bur equalitie of and in mankinde, had 
not that in it, that might in deede comforte the 
heart of man, but rather caſt him downe, his minde 
and purpoſe was to lay forth the other to vs, which 
is proper to vs, I ſaye proper tos, that are ofthe 
houſhold of faith, of the common wealth of Iſrael, 
citizens of hequen, fellowe heires with Chriſt, the 
children of God ; and I ſaye proper, becauſe the 
Heathen and Barbarians, bee they neuer ſo wiſe, 
the Pelagians and Papiſt es, be they neuer ſo ſuper- 
ſtitiouſſy deuoute, haue neither parte nor portion 
in it. And this is the preeminence, not to 26 cal. 
led, but to be a chriſti an, which whoſocuet feeleth 
in himſelfe with a right feeling of true vnderſtan- 
ding, which neither of the two before named hath 
(forthe one fighteth againſt the name of Chriſt, 
the ny cannot abide to hcare of any certaine 

erſwaſion and aſſurance of the conſcience , that 
it is beloued of God, and that God is without 
doubt our father,) hath the grearcſt preeminence 
that man can haue ypon carth, and the greateſt 
joye and comfort that can be felt by man, I of vs 
at this day, in this part of the world, doc ioye in this 
name, Chriſtian, and it is taken for the greateſt diſ- 
honour that c an be done to man, to ſay hee is no 
Chriſtian : And yet ſure it is, that euery man is not 
a Chriſtian, that is called a Chriſtian, euery man is 
not a Chriſtian that is Chriſtened , not euery one 


that ſayth Lord, Lord, ſnall enter into the kingdome 


of heauen, no more then cuery one that was cir- 
eumciſcd,was a true Icwe, or all that deſcended of 


the race of Abraham, were true children to Abra- 


ham. There was amongſt them Iſmacl, who per- 
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ſecured his brother, and yet was hee cittumeiſe 
there was Eſau,whom the Lord hated, and yet wa 
hecircumciſed : So are there heretikes amongeſt 
vs, Chriſtened, and yet not Chriſtians: for — 
che cutting of of a peice of skinne in them, did 
make them true Iſraclites, neither dipping in 2 
little water maketh theſe true Chriſtians, Both of 
cheſc ſtandeth in the ſpirit, not in the letter, in the 
inwarde worke by grace and that of God, not in the 
out ward worke of man. So that he that hath this ho- 
nourable name, to be called a Chriſtian, hath more 
cauſe to tremble then ro rcioyce, vnleſſe he haue a 
ſurcreſtimonie both within and without, that hee 
is indeede a Chriſtian ;for the abuſe of Gods name 
can auaile man nothing at all, nay it furtheret h and 
inc reaſeth his condemnation, as a great credit com- 
mitted to a ſeruant, and abuſed by that ſeruant, pro- 
curcth gteater diſpleaſure, Howe we ſhall come to 
the knowledge of this precminence and Excellen- 
cie,which is in vs, this booke ſhewerh, and becauſe 
it is ſo plainely and ſhortely ſet forth, I will not 
ſtande here to make any diſcourſe of it vnto your 
worſhip: onely I moſt humbly beſeech you to reade 
the booke it ſelfe, and there ſhall you ſinde it ſo 
well layd forth, as ſhalbe to your contentment and 
comfort, I could very willingly haue beene content 
to haue centred ſomewhat into the matter, but 1 
Feare I ſhould haue ouerſlipped my ſelfe, for I muſt 
needes confeſſe of my ſelfe, and to the glorie of God 
I ſpeake it, that I can caſclier enter into it, then 
come forth, ſo great comfort I receiue of the do- 
ctrine, which is the chiefeſt parte of the ioye of my 
Taluation, Were it not that I had good aſſurance, & 
fecling of cheſe markes which he Each downe,and 
ad 
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are indeede the true markes of our ſaluation, boch 
in vs and to vs, that we are ſaued, I ſhould deſpayte 
rather then hope, and bend my ſelfe wholely againſt 
God, then euer be ſubiect or ſubmit my ſelfe ro God. 
And therefore ſo oft as euer I enter into conſide ra- 
tion of the wicked doctrines, which the reprobate 
and condemned Church of Antichriſt, giue th out 
and teacheth, l find none ſo deteſtable as this point, 
that labourethto take away from vs all perſwaſion 
of Gods loue towards vs, and of our moſt ſure and 
ccrtaine redemption by the blood of Chriſt, They 
cal ita preſumptuous doctrine, a deſperate doctrine, 
a doctrine that leadeth man to all kind of diſſolute- 
nes, an enemie to godlinesof life and deuotion, a fur- 
therer of all ſenſualitie, al luſt, al wickedneſſe and re- 
bellion againſt God. Though we ate taught by the 
ſcripture,that none can belecue bur ſuch as are ap- 
ointed to ſaluation, and none canreceiue Chriſt, & 
leue in his name, hut they which haue this prero- 
gatiue giuen them, to be the ſonnes of God: though 
the Apoſtle ſay, Know ye not that the ſpirit of God 
dwelleth in you:and againe, The Temple of God is 
holy,which temple you arc:though Chriſt himſelfe 
ſay, Reioyce that your names are writtẽ in the book 
of life: and, Ofthoſe whom my father hath giuen 
me, I will not looſe one. yet ceaſe they nor againſt 
ſo manifeſt truths of the ſpirit of God, and witnes 
of the Sonne of God, yea and euident ſpeaches of 
God himſelfe, to diſgorge their hlaſphemies ten- 
ding to the ſubuerſion of ſoules, becauſe they enuie 
at other inens ſaluation, not paſſing as ſeem eth by 
their doctrine, for their owne, though Iiudge them 
not. Is it a preſumption for a Chriſtian man to ſaye 
J lay 
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Fay, Our Father which art in heauen? Or may Iſay, 
Our father, in doubt, whether he be ſo or no? No mi 
can cal God his father but in faith, and faith is no- 
thing but an vndoubtcd perſwaſion that we are be- 
Joucd of God in Chriſt, beloued as children, becauſe 
he gaue his ſonne for vs, becauſe he the righteous, 
died for me the vnrighteous, whereby as he became 
a ſinner, by ſetting himſelfe in my place, ſo doe l be- 
come righteous, in that that God ſetteth me in his 
place: And becauſe our condition and ſtate is ſuch 
with God, Icſus Chriſt our Sauiour willed vs in 
praying to pray thus, Our Fath er. For if this ground 
oe not before, we ate lyers in ſo praying, Nay we 
laſpheme him in ſo praying, for he will not be cal- 
led father ef the reprobate, no more then he will 
accept the ſacrifice ot the wicked, whereof he ſay- 
eth by his Prophet, that it is an abomination to 
him, for our prayers are ſacrifices, and if they bee 
the prayers of his children, then are they ſweete 
ſmelling ſacrifices : but if they be the prayres of the 
wicked and reprobate, then are they an abominati- 
on to the Lord. Doe we not euery one of ys, in the 
confeſſion of our faith, ſay e, I beleeue in God the 
Father? what doc we lie, when we ſay ſo? Or muſt 
we doubt when we ſay ſo? Well this is ihe doctrine 
of the enemies of God, the Papiſtes, who ſaye, it is 
preſumprion for any man to ſaye that he is ſaued. 
Then I ſay, it is preſumption for any man to ſay, that 
he is the childe of God: then is it preſumption for 
any man to ſay, that God is our Father: then iè it 
preſumption for any man to ſaye that he is a Chri- 
ſtian: then is it preſumpticn for any m an to ſay in 

a good and true faith, Ibeleeue in God. And fo 
chis meanes ſhall the hole Catholike Church be 
5 condem- 
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condemned for charging vs to ſay ſo: then ĩs Chriſt 


alyer, anda maiſter of hereſies in teaching vs to 
ray ſo: then doe we all wickedly to call and pro- 


feſſe our ſelues Chriſtians with ſuch confidence as 


we doc. And ſeeing their profeſſion and doctrine is 
fo, that no man can aſſuredly ſay that God is his fa- 
ther, let them ſet it downe in flat termes, as they 
meane it, and let the ſtile of the confeſſion of faith, 
and the Lords prayer goe as their doctrine. is, after 
this ſorte, Idoubte in God the father almightie, I 
doubte in leſus Ch riſt, Idoubre in the holy Ghoſt, 
and if thou which art in heauen be oui father, ha- 
lowed be thy name, and ſo forth. What a diucliſh 
doctrine is this? and yet it is the doctrine of the 
church of Rome: what a deſperate doctrine is it? 
and yet it is the doctrine that we muſt confeſſe to 
be true, or elſe we be heretikes, we muſt be burned, 
we muſt be condemned. Chriſtians I ſaye, muſt bee 
condemned, becauſe they ſaye they are Chriſtians, 
for it is nothing elſe we faye : we ſaye we are the 
children of God „ that is an heriſie, they ſay, and 
yer they will graunt vs to be Chriſtians, A ſtrange 
ind of Chriſtian, that hath not rhe ſpirit of Chriſt, 
and if we haue the ſpirite of Chriſt, are we not chil- 
dren? The Apoſtle teacheth vs all this: why then, 
what is it elſe to ſay, we are Chriſtians, thent o ſay, 
we are the children of God? and is there any childe 
of God that is not ſaued? Paul ſayeth, if ſonnes, 
then hcires, heires of the kingdome , yea fellowe 
heires with Chriſt. So then it is no more preſump- 
tion to ſay, Iam ſaued, then to ſaye, I am & childe 
of God: neither any more preſumption to ſaye, I 
am the childe of God, then to ſaye, I ama Chri- 
Man. Oh bur ſay they, this doctrine * == 
delpe- 
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defperate : for if they ſtande vpon thoſe termes 


once, that they are ſaued, they will care no more for 
workes, they will abandon themſelues to all 
de of ſinne. In deede they ſay, as they feele, for if 
they felt what it were to haue this petſwaſion and 
ud, they would know, that as they are freed from 

| many are they to liue in righreoulſneſle : The true 
Chriſtian and childe of God, is more fearefull to 
finne, becauſe hee loueth God, and is beloued of 
God, then all the wicked are for feare of puniſh- 
ment. He knoweth and is perſwaded, that as heis 
dead with Chriſt, ſo muſt he riſe againe with Chriſt 
in newneſle of life, to liue after the ſpirit nor after 
the fleſhe, and that God hath prepared his wayes 
to walke in, which are good workes. If the liues of 
all men were looked into, it would eaſily appeare , 
where were the greateſt abundance of fr whe- 
ther in the true Chriſtian whois a witneſſe of the 
truth of this doctrine, or in the enemie of trueth, 
which cannot abide this doctrine. And why can 
he not abide this doctrine? becauſe he cannot a- 
bide to heare of the adoption of Cod, howe God 
Hath adopted and taken vs toc his ſonnes in 
Chriſt, before the foundation of the worlde was 
layed. And why ſo? Becauſe they | goe about to ſex 
vp their one righteouſneſſe, and therefore will not 
be ſubiect to the rightcouſneſſe of God. If we doe 
vel, becauſe we are the children of God, and if we be- 
eue, becauſe we were appointed to ſaluation, then is 
it not our well doing that maketh vs to be Gods chil- 
dren: then are we not appointed to ſaluation, be- 
cauſe we belecue : then are all their merits gone, 
chen is all their fat in the fire, A Heathen, a Phari- 
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: Mileſe God may be bound to him, & not he ro Gods 
he will not take the kingdome ofheauen of gift, he 
will haue it of duty, and that is no God a mercie to 
him. This is the very point of the matter, iudge now 
whichis the preſumptuous doctrine, either the hea- 
cheniſh Phariſaicall papiſtrie, or the trueth of the 
Goſpell. But as I ſaid, I can more eaſely enter into 
the matter then get out of it, the grofſenefle of 
che ir hereſie is ſo notorious and brutiſh, the truth of 
our doctrine ſo plaine and rich, that I cannot con- 
taine my ſelfe, if I ſhould follow my ſelfe, I will there- 
fore ſurceaſe and leaue your worſhip to the reading 
of the worke it ſelfe, which ſhall be ſufficient to in- 
ſtruct you in the way of his trueth, and arme you a- 
ainſt the aſſaults of Satan by theſe his Inſtruments. 
he Lorde by his holy ſpirit worke thoſe two effect 
in you, for this pre ſent, ſo true and comfortable do- 
ctrine: and further leade you into all truth, as he is 
the God of truth, that in che day of the Lord Ieſus, 
you may be founde to haue walked without ſtum- 
bling in whatſoeuer he hath thought neceſſary to re- 
ueale vato you for your ſaluation. 15. Sept. x 576. 


Your worſhips humbly at oom · 
maundement. 


A briefe collection of the chics 
feſt pointes of the life of maiſter Peter de 


laPlace,while he lined, Connſeler tothe French 
King,and chiefe Preſident in his Court of Aides, | 
at Paris: ſer forth by P. de Farnace, 


Douch to iudge aright of ge 
2 ny wozk, we haue to conſider 


2 debe, then to ſtand much vpon 
dhe authour ok it, becauſe, as 
— — truth is, the opinions where⸗ 
with we are befoze poſleſſed, whether they be 
with o2 againſt » perſons, ſtap vs from judge 
ing ſyncerely of their doings: pet not withſtã⸗ 
ding it is a commendable cuſtome not only to 
ſet mens names befoze their bookes but allo 
to ſet down what men they were, to the ende 
the reader may be the better pꝛepared to taſk 
of cke fruit wht he ſhal once vnderſtand what 
free did beare it : fo2 it is to be thought, that 
thetruit wil be like the tree that bare it. And 
therefoze, ſeeing this wozke came to mine 
hands, J was ſo bold to put foo2th this ſhozt, 
but yet molt true diſcourſe of the life and 
death of the woꝛthie man that made it: bee 
ing otherwiſe thus minded, though faden 
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The life ofthe Autliour. 
Yaſionhad not fallen out, that it were an in 
furie to poſteritie toſuffer divers thinges 
lye buried vnder filence which befell him in 
his — time, and are wozthy perpetuall mes 
mozte. | 
- Therefoze/ to bexinne at his byzth, Mais 
ſter Peter de la Place, an Augouleſmian 
Voꝛne, was ſo well trained dp in learnnig, 
tuen from a thilde, that he onely of all his 
bzethzen reſolued with himſelfe to follome 
the ſtudie of che Lawes, wherein he pꝛolited 
ſo marueylouſly,that betoꝛe he was two any 
twentie peeres olde, hee made a tommen⸗ 
tary vpon the title ot Actions: and about 
the lame time beganne to bee a common 

leader in the Parliament of Paris, where 

e got him great commendation and pꝛayſe 
fo; etcellencie of witte and eloquence in plea⸗ 
ding, and eſpecially fo2 ſingular vpright⸗ 
neſſe of conſcience. Foz which cauſe alſo the 
deceaſed Ring Francis the great, did him this 
honour to chooſe him fo2 his Aduocate any 
Attournep in his Conrte of Aydes in Pas 
ris. Jn which office he behaued himleife (a 
well, that no man is able to bereane him 
of this commendation, that hee kepte his 
bandes continnallp cleane from bziberie, 
and neuer div any thing againſt ay 


The life of the Author: 

epther ko vnbzideled ambition oz coueteouls 
nelle. King Henry the laſt, hauing ſufficiene 
teſtimonie of his good and vpzight bearing 
of himlelfe , in ſteade of continuing him in 
fhis office, choſe him amongeſt a number 
of other to be his Pꝛeſident in the ſaid Court 
of Aides, and whileſt he was in this office, 
it pleaſed God to call him to knowe him, as 
__ the peere 1 5 5 4, after, a firange fay 

on, | 
About twentie yeeres befoze whilelt hee 
was a ſtudent at Poitiers, it pleaſed God 
to make him ſee Maiſter Iohn Caluine, paſ⸗ 
ſing then that way with the Archbyſhoppe ol 
Tillit, whome he was content to heare ſpea⸗ 
king honourably of the knowledge of God 
in generall , but when he ſpake of the pure 
ſcruice of God, he made a ſtaye there as one 
verp zealous of that religion wherein he had 
been carefully bzoughtvp.Yet ſo it was, that 
euen from that day, there remayned ſome 
ſcruple in his conſcience, that it might well 
be, he might be deceiued, and that his mindte 
ranne vpon oftentimes as he confeſſed after- 
warde: which was as you would ſay,a pꝛepa⸗ 
ratiue to nourich this litle ſeeve, vntil it came 
to budfo2th and ſp2ing, at ſuch time as God 
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The life ofthe Anthone, 
After this it fell out on a day, that ſfans 
ding at his ooze, there came a certaine ſtran- 
ger to him, by a wonderfull pꝛouidence of 
God, whom he knewe not, but ſeeing him to 
be a man ofſome qualitie and one that wan 
ted releife in his extreeme pouertie, turnen 
to him very humbly, and made him a long 
diſcourſe in excelleut Latin vpon the cauſe 
of his miſerie. And finding him to be a man 
well qualified, cauſed him ta come in euen 
ints his ſtudie, to feele him the better to the 
'bottome at his leaſure, Then this pooꝛe man, 
as one ſent from God, began to diſcyfer out 
krankely vnto him all the abuſes ofthe Po⸗ 
piſhe Church, and to teach bim the true and 
onely way to ſerue God. And after he had 
heard him patiently, he rewarded him, ann 
pꝛaved him notwithſtanding very earneſtin 
to come no moꝛe to him, ſo atraide he was of 
the fires which were pꝛepared againſt them, 
which were ſuſpected the leaſt that mige be 
fo: the doctrine of the Goſpell 2 as in deeve 
this pooꝛe ſtranger, not long after, was tryen 
in the furnace at Paris. 

But after this, Peter de la Place left not 
turning both the Scriptures and all che olve 
fathers, euen to the very ſcholemen to linde 
Gme meanes if it were poſſible, to take 505 


— — — — 


— —— — — — — — — -— — ii 


The life of the Authour. 

this ſcriple which trubled his mind day and 
night. By this meanes in ſhoꝛte ſpace, God 
touched his heart; and opened his eyes, and 
cauſed him to behold the light of the Goſpel: 
inſamuch as after the death of Ring Fraun⸗ 
cis the ſecond, he declared himſelfe openly co 
be oftheir number that made p2ofeſſion of the 
refo2med Religion. And about that time put 
fozth a treatiſe concerning our calling, to 
King Charles the ninth that dead is. and 
ſhoztly after put fozth another treatiſe in 
pꝛint, touching the right dle of Moral Philo- 

ſophie, with the doctrine of Chziſt. 
So that when the troubles encreaſcd, fox 
bis owne ſafetiehe departed from Paris, and 
withdzew himſelf to an houſe of his in Picar- 
die: where all the time of the troubles hee 
gaue himſelfe wholely to the ſtudie of Diui⸗ 
nitie, as the onely and true Philoſophie, (laid 
hee) which ts able to miniſter to man true 
toye and comfozte in his grietes and mile. 
ries: and vled oftentimes to exhoꝛzte his fas 
milie to the feare of God, and exerciſed them 
in p2ayers, And ſome parte ot his time alſo 
he gaue to wzite howe matters of Religion 
and the common wealth paſſed, diuers pie⸗ 
ces whereof, vnwares to him were impꝛin⸗ 
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When theſe warres were ended, in the 
peere 62. he went and p2eſented himſelte ta 
the King, co purge himſelfe of many falſe 
bꝛuites which certaine euill willers had cat 
out ofhim in the warre time : at what time, 
after that his Maieſtie was ſattſfied with his 
anſwers fo? his defence, finding plate Pꝛince 
of Conde that dead is, in the Courte , hee 
went and did his duetie to him: who fozhis 
part, receiued him ſo courteouſly, that from 
that inſtant, he gaue him the charge, 4 made 
him onerſcer of all his houſholds affaires, 
which hee tooke in ſo good parte, that in all 


matters that concerned his honour, he ſparey 


neither goods no2 childzen, no2 himlſelfe; fa 
Ccarefull he was of his ſeruice. 
Fiue peeres after when the troubles be⸗ 
gan afreſh, he withdzew himſelt againe, from 
Paris to the Caſtell of Ve in Valois, which 
belonged to his nephewes, by the rige 
of Miſtreſſe Ragonde Luillier his wife, to 
whom he was at that inſtant tutoz, During 
the time of theſe warres he ſuffered great pers 
ſecutions: but neither the loſle of his office, 
no2 the (ale of his moueable goods, noꝛ the 
fkeaſing vpon his vumoucable, troubled oz 
dilquieted him ſo much, as the diſcourteſies 
did which hee receiued at their handes, ol 
* whome 
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whome hee ought in courteſie baue reaped 
great hope ok helpe, as of them that were 
neereſt to him in blood, amongeſt all which, 
I cannot let paſſe one vnſpoken of, who ſhe · 
wed himſelfe very barbarous and diſcourte⸗ 
ous, and is a Counſeler ot the Court, (howe 
beit J am content to conceale his name) and 
did once not onely knowe the trueth ok the 
Golpell. but that moze is, made open pꝛokeſ⸗ 
ſton of it, but after wardes foꝛgate himſelfe ſo 


karre, that he played as lewd a touch as might 


be with the ſaid La Place his kinſeman. Fox 
where as he pꝛoteſled the religion, yea and 
that after the firff troubles , perceiuing that 
God pꝛoued his childꝛen ſomewhat ſharpely, 
he reuolted by and by, and ſeeinghimſelfe in 
ſome danger by thꝛeats caſt out againſt them 
that had beene of the religion, to avoyde all 
ſulpition of greifethat he might conceiue fo 
his reuolte,o2 of deſire to returne to the com- 
panie of good men, he purpoled with himſelle 
to commit ſome notozious acte, as he foꝛth⸗ 
with perfourmedc in laundzing and giuing 
koꝛth the wo2ſt ſpeaches he coulde, againſt 
this Peter dela Place, taking this occaſion 
which J will tell pou, to make ſome ſhew of 
his doing. 
Peter de la Place, was tutour to his nes 
Ho : phewes, 
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phewes, which were childzen co this Conn⸗ 


ſelers wife, and had, as J ſaide befoze, with⸗ 


dꝛawen himlſelftoa certaine Caſtle of theirs, 
Pereupon this Counſeler ceaſed not by way 
of ſund2zy ſlaunderous requeſtes and ſuppli- 
cations, to foꝛge and put into the hea des of 
the Court of Parliament athouſande lew de 
and wicked pꝛactiſes and ſlaunderous repꝛo⸗ 
ches: inſomuch as it cauſed the ſalve La 
Place, while he was abſent and knewe no- 
thing of thele matters, not onely to be diſ⸗ 
charged ofthe office of his tuto2thip, to his 
great repꝛoche, but alſo gate foo2th a come 
miſſion to get him poſſeſſion of the ſaide Cas 
file, and to arreſt the ſaide La Place, Which 
no doubte had beene executed in ſo vnhappie 
and troubleſome a time, conſidering what 
diligence hee cauſed Tanchou and his Ar- 
chers to make, as if they had gone about 
the taking ofſome thiefe and murderer: had 
not God raiſed vp a friend, who came a night 


g befoze and tolde him of the whole matter. 
Mhereupon though he were in a continual? 


burning ague, yet he was conſtrained to ſaue 
himſelfe in the fozeft of Rez, which is harde 
ioyning vpon the Caſtle , where hee lighe 
vpon a ſtranger, that tooke him in, whereas 


this Counſeler not onely againſt all right of 
p 5; on ; kimey, 
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- Kinred, but alſo contrary to all humanitie 
ſeaſed vpon his Caſtle , caſt out the childzen 
of the laid Place, and ſpopled ſuch goods as 
he had left there: and beſide all this barba; 


rous vnkindneſle, {ent Tanchou and his ars 
chers to purſue him, Tho by this meanes 
was conſtrapned to remaine in the fozeſt as 


a vagabound a good ſoꝛte of dapes together, 
vntill at lengthe the Lozve of Bouchauane 
ſhewed him this courceſte, to take him very 
ſecretly into a little chamber in his Cas 
le of Couſly, where hee was conffrap- 
ned to remaine faſt ſhut vp, comfozting hims 
ſelfe in theſe his diſtreſſes and miſeries 
with the reading of the holy Scriptures, at 


what time hee gaue himſelte to ſome deeper 


conſideration of the ercellencie of a Chzi⸗ 
ſtian man, and to wzite this lytle trea⸗ 
tile. 

Alterwarde when it pleaſed GOD to 
giue his pooze Churche ſome b2eathing 


time, hee returned home to his houſe, and 


though there were ſome reſiſtance made as 
gainſt him hy one that in the time of the 
warre , had enriched himlſelfe with ſpoyle 


of his goods, yet he reentred into the office 


of his Pꝛeſidentſhippe, and executed it withs 


out any repzoch, being honoured of all goos 
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men, and feared of the wicked, vntillthis cur⸗ 
ſed S. Bartholomewes dap, the four and twen⸗ 
tie of Auguſt, the laſt day of a number of hos 
neſt mens liues, and of the very cheefe and 
flow2es of Fraunce. And amongeſt the reſt 
was this man De la Place moſt cruelly mur⸗ 
dered in manner as followeth. 

The xxiiit. day about ſire of the clocke in 
the moꝛning, there came to his houle one caps 
taine Michel by name, an harquebuſier of 
Charles the ninth, whome he was the better 
content to receiue into his houſe, becauſe he 
tooke him to bee one of the Kinges Scots 
tiſh garde, foꝛ many of them loued him verie 
well, and offered their ſeruice to him oftens 
times, TAhen this Captaine Michel was 
thus entred into his houle , armed with an 
barquebouze on his ſhoulder, and a piſtoll at 
his girdel, and a cable napkin about his left 
arme in token he was one of the murderers, 
the firff woꝛdes he ſpake were theſe, that the 
Dake of Cuyſe had by the kings commaun⸗ 
dement ſlaine the Admiral, and many other 
noble men of the religion:and becauſe all the 
reſt ofthe Huguenots, of what qualitie ſoe⸗ 
ner they were, were appointed to be murdes 
red, he was come to this Gentlemans houſe 


La Place, to vcliuer him out of this calamis 
— . tie. 
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tie. But pet he would they ſhould ſhewe him 
all the gold and ſiluer in the houle. 

Then this Gentleman De la Place, ama⸗ 
ſed at the pꝛoudneſſe of this man, that being 
but one inthe houſe , and amongeſt ten oz 
twelue perſons, he durſt vle ſuch wozdes, als 
ked him if he knew where he was, and whe⸗ 
ther there were a king oꝛ no. To whom this 
Captaine anſwered with othes, that ſeeing 
it was ſo, he ſhould goe with him to the king, 
and ſo hee ſhould knowe his pleaſure, When 
this Gentleman La Place heard this, and miſs 
doubting that there was ſome great ſedition 
in the towne, llipped out at a backe doze,thins 
king to laue himſelfe in ſome of his neigh⸗ 
bours houlcs, Jnthe meane ſeaſon molt pars 
ok his ſcruants conueyed themlelues away, 
and this Captaine hauing gotten about a 
thouſand crownes,as he was departing was 
requeſted by Miſtres Marets daughter to the 
ſame Gentleman to conduct her and Maiſter 
Marets her hulbande, to ſome Catholiques 
houſe,their friend, which he did. 

After this the ſaid la Place, hauing been res 
fuſed at thꝛee houſes, was conſtrained to 
come home to his owne where hee found his 
wife very deſolate, q toꝛmenting her ſelfe ve⸗ 


xy pittifully,both fo2 feare leſt this Captains 
4h .  wouly 
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would haue caſt ber ſonne in lawe and her 
daughter into the water, and alſo fo2 the pꝛe⸗ 
ſent daunger the ſawe her pooze huſbande 
and all her familie in. But this Gentleman 
la Place, ſtrengthned with the ſpirite of God, 
and with marueilous conſtancie rebuked his 
wife ſharpely, laying fooꝛth befoze her, how 
patiently they had to receiue ſuch afflictions 
at Gods handes : and ſo when be had a litle 
diſcourſed vpon the pꝛomiles that God ma- 
— to his childꝛen, he put her in good com⸗ 
o2te, 

Afterwarde he commaunded his men ſer 
uantes and maydeſeruants that were left, ta 
be called in, and as he vſed every Sabboth 
day to make (ſome kinde of erhoztatton to his 
kamilie, he gaue himſelfe to pꝛayer, and afters 
warde began to reade a Chapter of Iob, and 
Maſter Caluins ſermon vpon it, and made a 
ſhoꝛte diſcourſe vpon the iuſtice and mercie 
of God, who (ſaide he) as a good Father ex» 
erciſeth his choſen people with diners cha⸗ 
ſtiſementes, to the ende they ſhould not ſtaye 
themſelues vpon wozldly thinges, He ſhew- 
ed them mozeouer how neceſlarie afflictions 
are fo2 the Chiiſtians , and that neither the 
wozlde,no2 the deuill are able to hurt vs fur ⸗ 
ther, then it ſtandech with Gods goon will 

B iii and 
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and pleaſure co ſuffer them, and therefoze we 
neede not feare thcir power which reacheth 
no further then toour bodies, And after this, 
he gaue himlelte to pꝛayer againe, pzeparing 
bimlelfe and all his familie to fuffer all kinde 
of toꝛments yea and death it ſelle, rather then 
to doe any thing againſt Gods gloꝛie. 

hen he had ended his pꝛayer, one com⸗ 
meth and telleth him that Maiſter Seneſcay 
Pꝛouiſt of the towne houſe, and a number ot 
Archers were at his gates, and commaunded 
them to open the gates in the kings name, 
and ſaid that he was come to garde La Pla- 
ces perſon, and to keepe his houſe from ſpop⸗ 
ling by the multitude: vpon this occaſion, 
this Gentleman la Place commaunded the 
gate to be opened, and lo he came in and tolde 
him what laughter there was made ok the 
Huguenots thꝛoughout all the fowne, and 
that by the kinges commaundement, adding 
theſe woꝛds amongſt the reſt in Latine, that 
there ſhould not one be left, that coulde piſle 
againſt a wall, Notwithſtanding he Had ex⸗ 
pꝛelle commaundement from his Maieſtie to 
ſee that there were no hurt done to him, but ta 
hing him to the Louure, becauſe he was de⸗ 
ſirous to be inſtructed by him ofdiuers mats 
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he had to deale in, and therefoze that he ſouls 
make himlelfe ready to come to the king. 

This Gentleman la Place anſwered, that 
he would thinke himkelf happy foz euer, ik be⸗ 
foze he departed out ofthis wozld, he might 
ſinde the meanes to gine the king an gccompt 
bk all his doings and behauiour. But fo2 that 
time conſidering what hozrible flaughters 

were committed all the towne oner, it would 
be impoſſible foꝛ him to get to the Louure in 
ſakletie, without great and moſt euident daun⸗ 
ger okhis perſon, but he might well aſſurance 
his Paieſtie ok his perſon, if it would pleaſe 
him to leaue ſuch a number of Archers in his 
pbhoule, as he ſhould thinke meete, vntill the fu: 
rie ok the people were alitle appeaſed Seneſ« 
cay graunted him his requeſt, and left him one 
| of his Lieutenants, called Toute voye, and 
: 


foure ofhis Archers, 
Shoꝛtly after that Seneſcay was departed, 
the Pꝛeſident Charon then Pꝛouiſt of the 
PMarchants ot᷑ Paris came to the houſe, and af- 
ter he had talked a while with him in lecrete, 
departed and left him foure of the towne Ars 
chers beſide the Archers of Seneſcays com- 


* 


panie. All the day after and the night follows 
ing, was beſtowed in ffopping vp and rams 

paring the waies into the houle, and pꝛout⸗ 
| d 


ing 
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ding pebbles and ſtones vp into windowes, 
fo that by this great and painefull watche 
there was ſome likelihood, that theſe Ars 
chers were placed in the houſe fo2 the ſafetie 
ol La Places perſon, and to pꝛeſerue his fami« | 
lie from that common milerie that other felt. 
vntill Seneſcay came backe the next dap fol⸗ 
lowing, about two of the clocke in the after 
noone and ſhewed him, that he had expꝛeſle & 
pꝛeciſe commaundement from the king, to 
bꝛing him without any further delay. This 
Gentleman La Place ſhewed him as befoze, | 
what danger there was foz him in the towne, | 
ſeeing that the ſelle ſame mozning,there was 
one of his neighbours houſes ſacked, All this 
notwithſkandingScneſcay was earneſt to the 
contrarie,ſaying that it was a common vle as | 
monglt the Huguenots to pꝛoteſt great hum⸗ 
bleneſſe, and ſay that they are the kings mot 
obedient ſeruants and lubiectes, but when it 
came to the point to obep the kings comman⸗ 
dement, they ſhewed themſelues very colde, 
and it ſeemed by them that they coulde in na 
wiſe bꝛooke it. And as fo2 the danger, hee 
 Capde it was foz him to goe to the Louure, 
Seneſcay anſwered him, that he would giue 
him a Captaine ofParis, whichſhould be ve- 
rie well knowen to all the people, coaccoms Þþ 
pany 
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panie him. IAhile Seneſeay was thus tals 
king with him, a Captaine of Paris called Pe- 
ſou, and one ok the chiefeſt cutthzotes came 
into this Gentlemans La Place his chamber, 
and offred to conduct him. La Place refuſed 


bim very earneffly, ſaying to Seneſcay, that 


© he was one of the cruelleſt and wickedeſf 
men in all the towne, ann therefoze deſired 
him onelp, ſeeing he could refuſe no longer to 
goe to the king, that it would pleale him to 
goe with him, wherto Seneſcay and wered that 
bp reaſon ok other buſineſle he had to doe, hee 
| coulde not goe with him aboue fiftie pale. 
Whereupon this Gentleman La places 
wife, chough ſhe be a Gentlewoman = who 
God hath beſtowed many graces & bleſſings 
pet notwithſtanding the great loue ſhe bare 
to her hul ba nd, cauſed her to fall downe pꝛo⸗ 
trate befoze the ſaide Seneſcay and beſeeche 
phim to accompanic her huſbande. But with 
that this Gentleman La Place, who neuer 
ſhewed any token of an heart caſt downe, bes 
gan to take vp his wife, # repꝛoue her, ſhew⸗ 
| ing her that it is not the arme of man which 


we muſt haue recourſe vnto, but to G 
alone. Afterward turning himlelke aſide, hee 
eſpied a croſſe of paper in his eldeſt ſonnes 
Cappe, which he had of weakeneſſe ſet there, 
thinking 
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thinking to ſaue himſelfe by that meanes, | 
whereupon hee rebuked him ſharpely; com- 
maunding him to take that marke of ſedition 
out of his cappe, and laying fozth befoze him, 
that the true crolle which we muſt beare, are 
tribulations and afflictions which God ſen⸗ 
deth vs, as moſt certaine pledges and ear⸗ 
neſt pennies ok that ioy and euerlaſting life 
which he hath pꝛepared koꝛ his childzen, Then 
ſeeing himſelfe earneſtly pꝛeſſed by the lalde 
Seneſcay, to goe tothe king, reſoluing him⸗ 
ſelfe to die the death which hee ſawe pꝛeya⸗ 
red fo2 him, tooke his cloake, embzaced hrs 
wife, and deſired her aboue al things to haue 
the honour and feare of God befoze her eies, 
and ſo departed with a moſt cheerefull coun - 
cenance, 

Nowe when he was almoſt come to the 
fkreete called la Verrerie, ouer againſt the 
Cocke ſtreete, certaine murderers that way⸗ 
ted fo2 him with their daggers ready dzaawen, 
aboue thꝛee houres , ſlewe him like a ſillie 
lambe in the middeſt of ten oz twelue of Se- | 
neſcayes Archers which guided him, and his 
houſe was ſacked the ſpace of fiue oz ſire daies 
togeather. The body of this Gentleman 
la Place, whoſe ſoule was receiued into heas \ 
uen, was carried into a ſtable, _— 
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" } houle, where his face was couered with 
dongue, and the next day after in the mozning 
; © was caſt into the ryuer. 

Thus this great and excellent Martyꝛ of 
the Lozde whileſt he obeyed the kings comes 
maundement, in ſteade of Juſtice which hee 

| ſought, founde death by the way, which was 
to him a beginning of the true like: and on the 
contrary ſide, both to them, from whom ſo vn⸗ 
tut, againſt all Gods law and mans law, and 
ſo cruel and barbarous and moze then bꝛutiſh 
tommaundements, pꝛoceeded, and alſo to the 
executers ofſuch iniquities, cruelt ies, barbas 
rities, and brut iſhneſſe, a moſt certaine begins 
ning and entrance to an hoꝛrible iudgment 
that hangeth ouer their heads, and ouer 
their poſteritie, though it ſeeme 

long 7 1 come. 
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Of the excellencie of a 


Chriſtian man, and the 
way to know him. 


The excel- pP intent and purpoſe be} 
lencie com- gl ing co intreate ot the wo- 
mon to all Ne thines of a chꝛiſtian man, 

7 I nieanenot in any wyſe 
WIN to ſtand to diſcourfe vpon 
the extellency of mankind 
wherein we dor al communicate, and where⸗ 
by the ſtate of man lurmounteth the condi» 
tion of all other creatures: a reafort which 
moued the Philoſophers to recommend vn⸗ 
to vs ſo diligẽtly the knowledge of dur ſelues, 
accozding to the old pꝛouerbe giuen by Dꝛa⸗ 
cle, and framed by them to this purpoſe to 
caule vs not onely co keepe dur ſelues with⸗ 
in the boundes of modeſtie and humbleneſſe, 
and to teach vs the weakenefle of our na- 
ture, but allo to leade vs to the conſidera- 
tion of our no bleneſſe and dignitie, beginning 
by the view of the building and wozkeman- 
ſbip of this wozld, as of Heauen, the Sunne, 
the Moone, and the Starres : and fo from 
them to other creatures and liuing things of 
diuers ſo2tes, ſetting out Man, as the moſt 
excellent piece of wozke of all, and the oe 
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of a Chriſtian man- 

feſt wꝛought thing amongeſt all the crea- 
tures, on whome it pleaſed God to beſtowe 
molt plentifully , and to enriche withthat, 
which Deanen and earth, and all other his 
creatures had but ſmall po2tions of, who 
was therefoze called a litle wozlde, and a 
miracle amongeſt all creatures, confive- 
ring the wozkemanſhippe of his bodye , the 
fopntes, the pꝛopoꝛtion, the beautie and vſe 
of it with his members, his head aboue alk 
his other partes, his epes looking vp to hea⸗ 
uen to beholde from whence he came: and 
againe the quickeneſſe of his wit, his diſcours 
ſes vpon the heauens and the earth, and the 
ſecrets ot nature, his memonte, whereby hee 
tompꝛehendeth ſo many things and digeſtetch 
them, compareth things paſled with things 


W e « 


imagine is placed as Queene and miftreſle in 
the wit in the higheſt ſeate of vnderſtanding 


2 * Wel 


bis deliberations by the com paſſe of wile - 
dome. 


eie, which is pꝛoper and peculiar to a e 


to tome: Moꝛeouer his reaſon, which as they 
to gouerne the will of man, and to frame all 


Imeane not, J laye, in any wiſe to in⸗ The Srcel⸗ 
— ol — — of 1 but mins lencie pro- 
ing to paſle further, Jpurpolſe with my Pera 
ſelfe to ſpeake of an other kinde of extellen⸗ Chriſtian, 
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that are in 
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ſtian man, which farre ſurmounteth without 
all compariſon in all kinde of pꝛerogatiue 
and pꝛeeminence the fozmer, bee it neuer lo 
highly commended and ſette out by them 
which p2ofeſſed themſelues wiſe men, and 
were thercfoze reputed and taken fo2 the 
wiſeſt amongſt other, Thich men notwithe 
Nanvding oz wiſe Philoſophers,being carried 
away with an ouerweening and blinde loue 
of themlelues, ouerſhot themlelues ſo farre, 
astoſay, that man is able by reaſon of ſuch 
powers as he hath inhim, and by his owne 
ſtrengthe, to difcerne betweene good and es 
vill, and commaunde his luſtes, and that hee 
hath it in him to gouerne himlelfe, not onely 
fo2 the framing of this earthly life, but alſo to 
lead him to Godwarde, and to the attaine⸗ 
ment of euerlaſting bliſſe and ioye. Mozeo⸗ 
uer, that as touching Life, hee hath it by the 
gift of God, but as fo2 lining well, he hath it 
of himſelfe, and the goodneſſe that is in man, 
man getteth it of himſelfe , in lo much as no 
wiſe and diſcrete man, ſayeth Cicero, euer 
gaue God auy-thankes fo2 it, becauſe, ſayth 
he, we are commended fo2 our vertue , and 
we bꝛagge and boaſte our ſelues of it: which 
we coulde not doe, ifit were the gift of God, 
and came uot of our lelues; adding mozeos 

"hes uer, 


\ 
On 
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ner, that the opinion of all the woꝛld is this; 
that as fo2 wozldly commodities, wee haue 


— yy; man hath to ſeeke it within him- 


Maintayning and publiſhing this falle o⸗ 
pinion,that whatſoeuer we do by the conduct 
and guide of nature, it cannot bee but well 
done, and if man coulde followe that rightly, 
which he hath in him of nature, hee could ne⸗ 
ter doe amiſſe. And many other ſuch fooliſh 
and vaine ſapings, which not withſtanding 
(a thing moꝛe to be ſozrowed at they that 
make p2ofeſſion to be our inſtructoꝛs in holy 
wit, doe maruetloufly embꝛace: who by ſufs 
fering-themſelues to be carried away moꝛe 
then reaſon would they ſhould, by this kinde 
of heathenilhe wiſedome, are fallen into the 
felfe ſame errour, and haue aſcribedtoman J 
knowe not what kinde ok integritie and vp⸗ 
righeneſle both in his reaſon, and will, in ſa 
much chat euen they amongſk them which 
thought to ſpeake moꝛe ſoberly and modeſtly 
then the reſt, as Chrvſoſtome and tertaine 
other, haue made ſuch a parting of fakes be⸗ 
tween God and man, that while they confeſle 
on the one ſide, that we can doe not hing with⸗ 


out Gods helpe, they maintaine on the other 
ö C lide, 
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to craue chem at Gods hands, but as fo wil⸗ 
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ſive ; that vnleſſe wee bzinge ſome thing o 

our ſelues, the graceof God cannot helpe vs 
for as they (apc, all the matter lyeth not in 
Gods helpe, but wee muſt caſt in our rec⸗ 
kotting alſo: yea, and that it is in vs to be- 
ginne, aud in God to make an ende, holding 
this foz an vndoubted. trueth, that GOD 
bath giuen man power to doe well and to dat 
euill. boch when, and as him liſteth, and that 
he is 2 his own choiſe, to take of them, which 

he wi 

This J ſape, to ſhewe howe with all the 
blindnes, light of vnderſtanding and vpzigheneſſe of 
en in the reaſon, (whereunto they aſcribe the  ſoue- 
owledge raintie of the whole man, making it as it 
—— were a Monarche and Emperour) man is 
in man. blinded and daſelen with the knowledge of 
the extellencie. which he laboureth in vayne 
to finde in himſelfe by the knowledge ol his 
powers, and beholding all thinges that are 
within him. And la conſequently howe much 
they abuſe themlelues , which thinke there 
is no better wap to moue and perſwayemen 
to frame their lines accozding as they 
oucht, then to put them in remembzance 
what goodly and pꝛecious things they haue 

in them, fo2 thereby they will be moucd to 
make ſome accompt ot chemlelues, and bee 

mo 


ze 
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moze carefull to keepe themſelues in their 
place and degree, ſhunning ſinne, and fol⸗ 
lowingrighteouſneſſe : ſceing that all this 
can ſerue to no other purpoſe , but to pute 
him vp with vaine glozie and ouerweening 
of himſelfe,and cauſe him to wearie himſelfe 
in conceiuing a good opinion of himlelfe, 
which will not further him the wozth of a 
pinne, and then to vndertake ſach things, 
as hee ſhall neuer bee able to compaſle, nei⸗ 
ther bythe reache of reaſon, noꝛ by accom 
pliſhing in deede what hee intended, Foꝛ 


to the ruleoftrueth, ſtandeth pꝛoperly in * 
this, that man weye with himſelfe the miſe- 
table ſtate and condition whereinto we are 
fallen chzough the fall of Adam, to the ende 
that hauing a right feeling of it as wee 
dught, all vaine glozie and pꝛeſumption 
may bee beaten downe in vs, with a deepe 
conſideration of the loſſe of our vpꝛightneſſe, 
and in ſteade thereof, of a cozruption and 
fall from all goodneſſe, whichis come vpon 
vs by reaſon ofthe cozruption of our nature, 
Satan hauing ſo faſt footing in all the parts 
of our ſole, that euery one of vs in himſelfe 
(as S. Auguſtine ſapeth)is become a Deuil. 
enemie to God, and ee on all ſides, 

it, to 


the knowledge of a mans ſelfe, accozding Term 
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to the ende that being linely touched by this 
meanes with the feeling of our vanitic any 
frowardneſle, we may be moued to come out 
of our ſelues, as vovde and deſtitute of all 
goodneſſe, and ſeeke our ercellencie, woꝛthi⸗ 
neſſe, and nobleneſle ſome where elſe, yea and 
be moued ts ſigh,. and in ſighing to bꝛeath al⸗ 
ter it with great deſire to recouer the ſame. 
cAhereby it appeareth how groſlely they 
5 . were deceiued and abuſed, which thought to 
aucſoughr find the Wozthinelſe of man within man him⸗ 
mans excel felfe, and in that that is of man. The cauſe 
ncicin of their errour is this, that the ſecrete of | 
that wh ich their deſtruction and fall,which came by our | 
ofman. firſt fathers fault, and wherein they would 
needes ſeeke a faire and lound building, was 
not reuealed vnto them, Thereby it came 
to paſſe, that though pꝛide which they con- 
cetued of themſelnes fo2 that ſmall remnant 
of light that remained of the firſt beginning 
which was included in our nature, (which 
they call a little poꝛtion of the Godhead)thep 
ſpake ſo boldely and pꝛeſumptuouſly of that 
which they knew not, and commended man 
fo2 that which in deede is not in him, and 
wherefoze he is not in any wiſe to be come 
mended. And ſeeing the caſe ſtandeth ſo, 
that though man be fallcn into a —_ 
ate 


\ 
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tate tchꝛough the fall of Adam, and the image 
ol God in him be marred and miſerablp des 
foʒmed pet he bach ſome ſparkes left, where⸗ 
by there remaineth in him ſome darke lighe 
and perſeuerance of the ercellencie of his 
nature, that is to ſaye , of that vpꝛightneſſe 
Wwhercwith the firſt man was beautificd and 
made noble, ſo that the coꝛruption of ſinne 
was not able to doe ſo much, as vtterlp to de- 
face the image of God in vs, but that there 
remained alwaies ſome litle trace of it, there⸗ 
by it came to paſſe, that men pꝛicked and a⸗ 
wakened with the feeling of the reliques of 
their firlt dignitie and excellency( inwzappen 
not withſtanding in darkeneſle, and poſſcſſey 
with a peruerſc and pꝛeſumptuous deſire to 
hauc ſomewhat oftheir owne, and remaining 
within them) were caſily moued to pꝛaiſe 
and commende the ercellencie of their nas 
ture: which fooliſhe deſire being once p2e- 
ſented to the vnderſfanding and bzapne of 
eche man, by the ſame deceiuer that woulde 
needes perl wade our fathers to become like 
to God, there is not one of vs that hath not 
à raste of pꝛide deepely planted within his 


Not that I meane to denie, but that litle 


. in him euen of 
nature 
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nature fo2 the maintenance of this pꝛeſent 

life, and that diſcretion of good and euill ens 

graued in his heart, yea & that piece of knows 

ledge ol God which he hath naturally in him, 

is not out of doubt excellent, in that it com- 

meth from God: but J ſay, that all theſe 

thinges are defiled in man, euen as wyne 

that hath receiued infection by the vnſaneric 

rheex- taſt ofthe veſſell whereinto it was put wher⸗ 
an, as of bythe grace of his ſauour and goodneſſe is 
is deſi- gone, and hath gotten beſide a bitter and 
dnwholſame taſt. Becauſe the iudgement 
and diſcretion which he hath left to diſterne 
and make his chopce of things, is partely 
imperkect and full of confuſton, and all the 
witte he hath, becommeth vayne, as alſo 
his will is tempeſtuouſly caried and full of 
phꝛenſies accodingly as man is wholy cas 
rikd away with ſinne, and to bee ſhozte, his 
vnderſtanding,and percepuerance which hee 
hath of GDD is nothing elle, but a verie 
ho2rible welſpzing ok erro2s, as appeareth 
not onely by the ivolatrics and ſuperſfict= 
ons which he inuenteth, but alſoherein, that 
wheras the heauens keepe their natural mo- 
tion, and the waters their accuſtomed courſe, 
the byꝛdes make their neſtes, and the plants 
bzing fozth fruit eche one in his due — 

to 


\ 
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to be ſhozt, no creature ſubiect to man kaul⸗ 
teth in his woꝛke, man indewed with knows 
ledge, iudgment, diſcourſe and vnderſtan⸗ 
ding, is he that onely erreth, and erreth in 
ſuch ſozt, that in the whole wozld, there is no 
faulce, no diſoꝛder and confuſton, but on his 
part, Oo that. to ſpeak truely, ther remaineth 
not one dꝛoppe of vpzichtnelle in his whole 
nature, ſo karre is he from that excellencie, 
whereof J meane to ſpeake, by reaſon of the 
cozruption that is in him, as euery man will 
freely conkeſſe, that can and doth rightly cons 
ſider the heauie ſight of his decay. 

Wherefoze ſeeing that this our nature, ,,, 
which is common to all men liuing, is not e ure 
capable of that excellencie whereof J (peak, af man is 
we muſt needes ſay, that that man of who n noc capable 
Jſpeake, is tranſtoꝛmed intoan other news be cel 
and maze excellent nature,whereuppon Gov (grit, 
bach beſtowed a ſingular and wonderful vers 
tue, which farrepaſſeth and ſurmounteth all 
that is in man, as in deed it cannot be found, 
no2 be confeſſed to pꝛoteed from any, but from 
God, pea from the Lozde and ſautour Jeſus 
Chyiſt : by whom his good pleaſure was ta 
reſtoze almankind, towards whom though þ 
ſoueraine Creatoꝭ & maker of all things ſhe⸗ 
9 FX om 
C iilt ſundzy 
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ſund)ie wayes,yet notwithtanding,vntilhe 
ſhewe himlclfe to man a reſtozer in the pers 
ſon of his onely begotten ſonne, their cons 
ſcience repꝛoueth them within themſelues, 
and maketh them perceiue that by reaſon of | 
their filthinelle they are wel wozthp to be caſt | 
away as wietched men and caitifs, and can 
not be taken and accompted fo2 his wozke | 
eſtabliſhed in them. In which wozke is onelp 
and truely that ercellencie whereof A meane 
to ſpeak, which is a wozke that farre palſeth | 
the woꝛke of the firſt creation of man, as it 
will appeare moze plainly hereafter,of which 
won man when S. Paul ſpeaketh, hee ſayeth that 
derbe! the efficacie ofthe might and power, that is | 
wort of -to ſap, ofthe mightiepowerof God is plen | 
. tifully ſhewed in him, becaule he ſetteth fozth | 
Chriſtian, in him, after a wonderfull ſozt his inſinit ver- 
| tue, accoꝛding tothe vnſpeakeable gaadneſſe, 
grace, and fauour, which hee beareth to a 
Chiilfianman, 
Thewon- And that it is ſo, to ſheme it moze-particits 
derful good larly, our heauenly father not content that 
nesof 2 he bꝛought a Chziſtian into the moʒld, ot᷑ no- 
which ap- thing.and that he made him not an Ore oʒ an 
. Clballan Alle, which he might haue bone, ena Dogge, 
oz a Catte, 02 any ather moze vile o2 abiect 
creature, but a man, that is to . 


p 


| 


and deſtruction which was pzepared fo him 
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lar and perfecte piece of wozkemanthip, any 
that he made the wozlde and beautified the 
heauens and the earth with a perfecte abun⸗ 
dance, varietie, and beautie of all things, to 
lodge him in it, as it were in a great ⁊ ſump⸗ 


tuous palace, well and richly furniſhed with 
all things neceſlarie, not content J (ap, with 
all this, æ mozeouer, chat he had foꝛgotten his 


vnthankkull and deteſtable inũdelitie and fe⸗ 


lonie, where he deſerued to be caſt ot, depꝛi⸗ 


ued fo2 euer of all his bleſſings: vet notwith⸗ 
ſtanding it pleaſed him, of a certaine moꝛe 
then katherly loue, and ſpeciall fauour which 


bee bare him, not onely euen from his birth 
dap, and from the firſt houre that he brought 


him out into this wozld, but euen from his 
mothers wombe, yea, and befoze he was cons 
teiued, yea, and that moꝛe is, befoze the wozlp 
was made as he predeſtined him to himſelle 
from euerlaſting)to elect and chuſe him from 
amongſt an infinite million of men, to marke 
him & ſet him apart, to exempt him from the 
common ſtate and condition of all other men, 
that is to ſay, from euer laſting condemnation - 


as wel as fo2 euery other man. to reſerue him 
fo: himſelfe, to adopt, and regenerate him in 
7 bope of life ta an n 
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kept in ſtoꝛe in heauen, to be reuealed to his 
elect at that day when all things ſhalbe re · 
ſtozed, and to ſhewe in him the riches of his 
Clozte, as in a veſſell ot mercie pꝛepared to 
ſaluation. 
The canſe All the cauſe ol this ercellene pꝛerogatiue 
ofthe excel dd dignitie, is not as we ſee to be ſought any 
lencie ofa Where elle, but in the ſingular grace and mers 
"Chriſtian ty of God, whom it pleaſed without any fur⸗ 
— ther regarde 02 conſideration of any thing 
— 00g 7. without himſelfe, fozeſeeing the fanlte and 
Sack © © Condition of mankind, of his good pleaſure 
6 to haue mercie vpon ſome, to ſet them in ho- 
nour as veſſels ot his mercie, and leaue the | 


reſt in their tudgment, giuing grace to ſome | 
which was not due to them, and rendꝛing to 


the reſt that puniſhment that was due tothe, | 
being in his power to giue to one parte that 
which they deſerued not, ſo letting fo2th his | 
grace: and not to giue it to all, thereby ſhew- | 
ing what al had deſerued without further be⸗ 
fowing like mercie on all: fo he made all | 
things, as Salomon ſayth, foz hisowne ſake: 

' pea, the wicked man to the vaye of his de⸗ 
ſcruction, accoꝛding to the decree ofthe good 
pleaſure ofhis'wtll,which onely is the ſoues 
raine and high rule ol iuſtice that iudgeth al 
the wozlde: his wapes ** = 
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truth being incompꝛehenſible, as whereby 
be ſo wozkech, that they which obtaine mer · 
ey at his bandes, haue nothing but his mers 
eie to boaſt of, and they that are left in their 
condemnation, haue nothing to gaineſap the 
judgment of trueth as men guilty, no2 ought 
wherewith co plead againſt him, in ſo much 

s on the one ſide, to ſhew foozth his wꝛath, 
and make his mightie power knowen, hee 
though great patience and meekenefle bea- 
tech with the veſlels of w2ath pꝛepared to 
deſtruc ion, and on the other ſive, ſettcth out 
the riches of his glozie towards them that he 
thoſe by his grace, who he p2epared to glo2y. 
Fon ſo it is, as S, Auguſtine ſheweth it at 


| ning not that giuen him to continue e ſtande 
eadily in that fate wherein he was placed: 
| pea and that allmoztall creatures ſhould be 
within the compaſſe of his fall, ſubiect vnto 

it, hauing fo appointed it by his incõpꝛehen⸗ 
dle counſel and wildome, which hath a foze- 


Fnowlevge of all thinges ioyned withit, as 


alle 
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urge, where he ſpeaketh of the pꝛedeſtinatiß enen 
ok God, that when God had reſolued w him fell of God 
| ſelfe to builde the Monarchie ok this wozld touching 
Fal that is conteined in it, foꝛeſaw, that the wan. 

| firffman ſhould fall wittingly and willingly 
+ into death, being pliable to good and enill,has 
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allo his mightie power which gouerneth all lu 
things by his bande, and pet — | 
ding minded to haue a licle remnant, euen 
as you would ſap, an handfull of men taken 
out of ſuch a great multitude, to ſerue fo? the 
pꝛaiſe of the glozie of his grace, he chole am 
ſet apart from p multitude, one man amongſt 
many, which ſhould be in his time o2deined 
to bee conceiued ofthe ſeede of Dauid, and 
ſhould be bozne of a virgin, to witte, Jeſus 
Chailt, (finding nothing in all the (cede ,of 
Adam woꝛthy his elect ion, and ſuch a pꝛero⸗ 
gatiue and excellencie) in whom allo as in 
the head, hee choſe to be members as it were 
of his bodie, ſuch as it pleaſed him freely ol 
his grace to appoint befoze hand and receiue 
to lite: and by the ſelte ſame man, te iopne 
them vnto himlelfe, and allie them ſo tage⸗ 
ther that they ſhould neuer bee ſeuered, has | 
uing fozeſcene a great while befo2e that in 
Adam, there ſhould come good of enill, and 
kkew moſt vndoubtedly, that it belonged to | 
his almightie goodneſle to turne good into 
tuill, rather then to ſuffer that there ſhould 
be no euil, and ſo accoꝛdingly diſpoſed the lite 
ol men and Angels, as that he would thereby 
ſhew firſt what free will was able to doe, and 


then what rhe gle is rare coule yoga 
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ung ſhut all vnder inne, that all might haue 
muede of grace. 
and therefoze as the extellencie which J The exccl- 
Uribe to a Chꝛiſtian, and pꝛoceedeth from jencic ofa 
eſchis grace appeareth fully and aboundantly Chriſtian 
Aa Jeſus Chziſt, ſo is it powzed out vpon appeareth 
his members acco2ding to the meaſure of u Nin . 
mery one, by which grace man was made a 
Chꝛiſttan when he firſt began to beleeue, as The excel 
tur Sauiour was made Chziſt accozding to lencie of a 
the fleſhe, when he firſt beganne to bee man, — 
And therefoze was he called Chziſt, and the Prat fel. 
other by his meanes, Chꝛiſtians, as ſtreames neſſe which 
flowing from the chiefe fountaine : foz ſo is in Chriſt. 
had the Almightie purpoſed in himſelfe to All che e- 
gather them vnto him, by the blood ok the — 
Croſle of Jeſus Chziſt, at the fulneſſe of gether in 
ume appointed, finding them mnſcrablp Chriſt. 
* ftraped and ſcatered amongſt the other, and 
* ſet them in their right ſtate: which is, to 
tleaue continually to him, being knitte and 
toupled together with him in a true and per⸗ 
tet vnitie, by engraffing them into the bodie 
ok his ſonne. CM ho fo2 that caule are called 
electe oꝛ choſen thꝛough the good pleaſure 
ol God, to make a difference betweene them 
and the other which were not kepte in the 
laide vnitie, but fozlaken by a ſecret repꝛo- 
vation 
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Ofthe excellencis 
bation inthe ſecret counſel of God. ve 
Thecauſs So that, whether wee meane the cauf}* 
and areer on the matter it ſelfe of the excellencic oft ol 
| — Chziſtian man, ſofarre J am either fronl® 
baden is lecking oz ſetting the aide excellencie oli 
wholy to be Chziſtian, in man himſelfe, as the Philoſs 
referred to ꝓhers doe, that I meane not to aſcribe it to 
the bus, any tbing inthe wozld,but to that headſping 0 
and goo": of all graces, benefites, and bleſſings,thatis}* 
by Chriſt to ſap, to the euerlaſting loue and gracious l 
trom euet · goodneſle of God by Jelus Chziſt, in whom | 
laſing God chole his elect befoze the foundation of | 
the woꝛlde, to adopt them accoꝛding to the | 
purpoſe of his will, and made them agrees | 
ble in his welbeloued ſonne,who was by him 
appointed head ouer them, which by him and | 
thꝛough thim, and no otherwile, are reſtozed 
and ſetled in his grace, and made his heires 
to enioye his kingdome, Mhercas betoze 
they were a curſed race of Adam, and inheri⸗ 
ters of hell fire. Fo2 the Father loueth none, 
but in his Sonne, and vouchſafeth none his 
The vn. inheritance, vnleſſe he firſt ioyne them to his 
jojningeo- ſonne by a ſecret bond and vnitte, cauſing che 
ectherofa vertucofthe head to deſcend into the meme 
Chriſtian bers, as the ſappe of the roote of the tree 
wich Chriſt goeth into the graffe that is imped into it, 
inſomuch as the ſpiricuall bond and knotte 
bclongeth 


ofa Chriſtian man. a 
belongeth not only to the ſoule,but alſo to the 
Jhody, and ſo, that the Chꝛiſtian man is made 
til ene with Jeſus Chzift, fleſh of his fleſh, and 
n bones of his bones, yea tuen ſo far foꝛth, that 
al ter beare his name e perſon befozc God, and 
e rather reſpected in their perſons, then in 
owne, To be ſhoꝛt, euen as naturally the 
mly beholding of the face of man moueth vs 
ploue him and all his partes, though if wee 
Gould vewe his members apart, we might 
happily finde ſomwhat to miſlike vs, # bzing 
vs out of taſt, ſo fareth it likewiſe with the. 
chꝛiſtian, who is a member of Jeſus Chyiſt, 
being conſidered in Chziſts face and perſon, 
which when God beholdeth in his elect, im⸗ 
pzinced as it were in them by [the repayzing 
of his image in them, loucth & cheriſheth the, 
as perſons with whom he is well pleaſed, 
So that to ſpeake in few wo2ds,it is this 
felowſbip which they haue w Chꝛiſt( wher⸗ The ex cel. 
unto they are called, both by the tommunton ;.,,c;« 55, 
ofoneſelfeſame ſpirit. and one lelfe ſame na ⸗ Chriſtiaa 
ture which is both in them e him ( wherin the doch welay 
txcellencie of a Chꝛiſtian man conſiſteth and Peare in the 
appeareth very euidently, in that he is ſet in f</owtbipe® 
the higheſt degree of honour being made the P 7.0 
childe of God, by Jclus Chziſt taking vpon Chric. 
him that that was pꝛoper to man to be made 
man 
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Ofthe excellencle 


man as he was, and to make him fellow with 

bimſelfe in that that was pꝛoper tohimſelfe, 

by making him the ſonne of God. Foz thence 

commeth his holy bzotherhood, which hee 

teacheth vs, ſaying, J goe to my father am 

your father, to my God, and pour God. Being 

not aſhamed (as the Apoſtle ſayth) not with 

ſtanding the great oddes that is betwirt him 

and vs, to abaſe himſelfe ſo farre as to call vs 
Bzethzen, euen after his reſurrettion, when 

he had put of al his inſirmitie, vs, I ſay, which 

are not otherwiſe wozthy to bee vnder his 

The Chri- ſeruants.Yercintherefoze the Chꝛiſtian man 
- Nian man àppeareth tobe aloft, not onely aboue all o⸗ 
farre paſ- ther lining creatures by reaſon of his owne 
ſerh all o- nature, as the philoſophers ſap, but alſo aboue 
cher men. l other men by this pꝛeeminence which thoſe 
Philoſophers knewe not at all, whereby hee 
ſurmounteth the dignitie of the firſt man, ta⸗ 

king him in the greateſt perkection he euer 

That had, berauſe the grace of God is farre moe 
which the ſetled and ſire in the regeneratiũ ofthe faiths 

— Chriſtian kull, then it was in the firſt face ol man, that 
jo Chriſt, being greater which we haue recouered in 
is greater Chꝛiſt Jeſus, then þ which we loſt in Adam. 
then chat Fo2 Adam had grace giuen him to continue 
_ he in goodneſle, it he had would, but to the Chꝛi⸗ 
tian it is giuen to haue a wil and in baun 


ofa Chriſtian man. 
will he ouercommeth his luſtes. Oo that 
Adam might if he would, but he had no will, 
that he might: and the Chziſtian hath both 
will and might giuen him. So that the firſt 
libertie was giuen to Adam, that he might 
abſteine from finne and not die: but that that 
is giuen to the Chꝛiſtian, (the pledges wher⸗ 
ot we haue here, and lcoke fo; the perfection 
in heauen) ſtandeth in this, that he can neither 
ſinne no2 die, becauſe the elect are vnſepara- 
bly knit with Jeſus Chꝛiſt their head, which 
bond maketh them ſtronge and ſteadkaſt, to 
tcleaue to God koz euer. 

To be ſhoꝛt, this excellencie of a Chꝛiſtian 
man mounteth ſo high, that it ſurmounteth 
the ercellencie of thc very Angels, in this 
reſpecte that the euerlaſting Sonne of God 
bnited himlelfe to mans nature, and not the 
nature of Augels, minding to perfit and ac; 
complithe in it the wonderfull wozke of our 
redemption : and afterward hauing glozifi- 
ed it with immoꝛtalitie, by his reſurrection, 
de ſet it in his heauenly kingdome aboue all 
pꝛincipalities and heauenly powers in all hos 
nour and glozie: ſo that the Chꝛiſtian man 
being partaker ot the fleſh of Chꝛiſt which is 
carried vp and reigneth on high, hath * — 
fo of the ſams 3 and glozie. A 
tough 
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though the Angels, as touching their natu⸗ 
rail eſſence, are counted mote excellent then 
man, pet notwithſtanding, becauſe they haue 
no bead of their kinde and nature, the Sonne 
of God, euen accoꝛding to the fleſh, ſurmoun- 
teth them in dignitie and nobleneſſe. 

To this purpoſe , S. Peter ſpeaking of 
Chziſtians, thought it not enough to ſap, that. 
they are a choſen generation, an holy race, a 
peculier people to ſet foꝛth the great vertues 
of God, and a Nopal Pꝛieſthood, confecratey 
to Jeſus Chziſt, to offer ſacrifices, not fo 
the remiſſion of ſinnes (oz that office is | 
thꝛoughly accompliſhed by Chꝛiſt Jeſus his 
onely ſacrifice, the fozce whereof remaineth 
foꝛ euer) but ſacrifices of pꝛayſe, and thankeſ⸗ 
giuing, and calling vpon the name of God, 
which are the calues of our lippes, and ſacri⸗ 
ſtces of beneuolence, & imparting our goods 
with the pooze ; hethought it not enough, J | 
ſay,to giue them all theſe ſo great and hono⸗ 
rable titles, but goeth on further and ſapcth 
they are made partakers of the diuine nature. 
which is ſo excellent a conditiõ, that the head 
of man is not able to imagine oz wiſhe an 
higher. Foz indeede, what can a man defire 
moꝛe, then to become like to God? ſurely the 
ſpirite of mau is not ſufficient g able to tõm⸗ 

"7 prehend 


that they were complet in Chꝛiſt, whe he had is made 


of 5 Chriſtian mari, 

pꝛehend the greatneſle ofthis grace, how it 
might be that God ſhould vouchlafe tohonoz 
man ſo highly, as to make him a God as it 
were, if we may ſo ſay by making him parta- 
ker ot his diuine immoꝛtality i; bleſſed gloʒv. 

And therefozc S. Paul wziting to the Coloſſ. Tue Chi 
and ſpeaking to them as to Chziſtians ſaith ian man 


ſaid a litle befo2e al the fulneſſe ofthe god- per 
head dwelleth bodily in him,ſhewing therbp, 
that this perfect eſſence of Þ Godhead which 
is in Jeſus ¶hꝛiſt, did auaile the in that, that 
they receiued thereby their perkection allo. 
And in that that God is wholy in him, is to 
the end that when they once poſleſle hun they 
might obtaine ſuch a perfection in him, as 
none of vs is able to attaine vnto by al p wit 
c vnderſtanding we haue. Yea ſo farre foꝛth. 
that this knot and bond is ſuch an one that 
Jeſus Chʒiſt who wozketh al in all, vouchſas 
feth the Chꝛiſtian thus much honour, thathe 
counteth himſelle after a ſoꝛt imperfect, ifhe 
be not ioyned with him, as S. Paul witneſſcth, The wog: 
ſaying that the Church is the filling of the bo» derfull val 
dy of Chꝛiſt. And therefoze there is no mar⸗ —— of * 
uaile, if the Prophet Dauid rauifhed with © dhe ww 
great admiration of this ſo wonderfull good · 
neſle e loue of God towarvs mankinde, and 
Wit peeing 


Ofthe excellencie 


being as it were rauiſhed and beſives him 
lelfe cried and (aide, Loꝛde, what is man that 
thou ſo regardeſt him? that is to ſay, that of 
thy gracious goodnes thou haſt made him lo 
excellent a creatures Foz if he ſhould conſis 
der c ſeeke his firſt beginning trom whenee 
he came, where ſhal he ſtnde it but in the durt 
and duſt of the earth: ik he make the place of 
his abode, he ſhall finde himſelfe ſcrauling 
here vpon the earth belowe: if he looke to his 
ende, he ſhall ſee that his body ſhalbe meate 
foꝛ wozmes, And pet not withſtanding, ſaith 
hee, thou haſt lo highly honoured this pooze 
creature Man, that the Angels ſcrue dim, as 
if he were a God. Fox thou haſt made him a 
litle inferio2 to God, and haſt crowned him 
with glozie and honour, and placed him ruler 
ouer the wozkes of thine hands, and haſt put 
all things in lu biection vnder his feete : As 
ik he would ſay, what occaſion did durt giue 
thee, that of it thou ſhouldeſt make a crea⸗ 
ture to thine image and fikeneſſe,whom thou 
wouldeſt make L o2ve and maiſter of all the 
woꝛldꝰ and put in ſubicction vnder his feete 
what ſo euer is vnder the compaſſe of hea⸗ 
tent ſpeaking of the man that is reſtszed in 
Jeſus Chziſt. 

Foz in deede it is he onelp, and none 12 


ofa Chriſtian man. 
Se amongſt all lining things chat is the only 

Lopd of the wozlve, by recovering that inte- Q*)y the 
reſt in Chyilt, which was befozeloſt in Adam rg. 
who was at the beginning made heire and (he world, 
Loꝛde of all Gods bleſſings , but was afters 

wardes diſpoiſeſſed of them thzough his res 
bellion,and diſobedience, ſo that all his poſte⸗ 

ritie hath no other intereſt noꝛ title, in the 

| bleſſings of this wozlde, then thteues g rob⸗ 

bers haue, which take awzye other mens 

goods, the Chʒiſtian onely crcept, to whom 

of right belongeth the vſe of all things, as S. 

Paul ſayth. whether it be th? wozlv, oꝛ life, oꝛ 

death, oꝛ things pꝛelſent, oꝛ things to come, al 
things. in a woꝛde, are his. becauſe they were 

made foꝛ his pꝛoſit. And there is nothing, but 
God maketh it ſerue, and turneth it to his hinges 
| pꝛoſit, inſomuch that by a ſpeciall diſpenſatt- be — 2 
on of his pꝛouidence, he cauſeth that the very Chriſtian, 
ſinnes themſelues which man committeih, „ea, euen 
turne rather to his ſaltation thẽ to his hurt, inne it ſelf 
in that that by them he humbleth them, and Th< Ohr 
maketh them better taught, and moze adui · gong 
ſed. To be ſhoꝛt, this man is a creature that uerlaſting 
from euerlaſting was in Gods heart thzough in the hea 
Jefus Chrif, and therefoze a thing ſo riche God. 
and pꝛetidus that it map wel be cailen Gods be bft 
ure, 2 Gods tre 
D iii But ſure. 
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He deſcen- ut fecing J haue begun to dilate this ex⸗ 


cellencie of a Chʒiſtian man by the euerla⸗ 
ſting counſell ot᷑ & O D, which he vetermi⸗ 
ned and appointed within himſelfe befoze 


ofthe excel the wozlde was, accozding to his gracious 


Jencic of a 


hriſtian 


goodneſſe kully ſet foꝛch in Jeſus Chꝛiſt to al 

them whom he hath coupled together with 

him: It ſhall be good nowe to come lower, 

and to treate of the mat ter, as it were by del⸗ 

cent from heauen to earth, and to ſhewe this 

excellencie mote particularly in a Chʒiſtian, 

beginning at his regeneration, and ſo going 

on from point to point, to ſhewe howe miras 

tulouſly he is foꝛmed, nouriſhed and bzought 

vp to ripe age: what manners he is ok, what 

his life is, and what his conuerſation, to ſet 

him out after this lozte in his colours and 

markes as he is, Fo} indeede hee is a newe 
creature, whom the wozlde knoweth not, and 
an hidden treaſure in a vile and contempti⸗ 
ble veſſell, dard to knowe ik hee be not well 
marked out and ſet fozth with liuely colours. 
And leſt in dilcourſing of it, we fall headlong 
into the lame errour, which the wile fooles 
of the wozld fall into in their dilt ourſes vpon 
his ercellencic, it hall not be amiſle, if at the 
entrie ot the matter, J warne euery man to 
beware he pꝛeſume not lo much ok him ſelke, 
| ag 


ofa Chriſtian man. 

to imagine that hee hath ought of his „ 
owne, as though he had in himlelfe any picte — 
ofa cauſe, meane, 02 aide to ſctfozward this ching of his 
wozke, own e to 

Therefoze, as J ſaid befoze, that we haue — a 
not to lecke the cauſe oz ground -wozke, 02 Ktan. 
matter of this excellencie any where elle, but The excel- 
in the meere grace of God accozding to his lencie of a 
eucriaſting pꝛouidence, ſo ſay J againe, to Chriſtian 
ſhut out all woꝛthineſle ol man, that all the _ 
goodneſle and vertne that may poſlibly bee c&ic,n & 
found in man, pꝛoceedeth from the fruite of rom no. 
Gods election: theretoꝛe to be a Chyiltian, ching thax 
that is to lay, the beſt of all creatures,p2ecee- 1510 man. 
deth wholy from the gift of our heauenly fa* 
ther, in that that whatſocuer hee hath giuen 
to Chziſt, commeth to Thiiff, and in that that 
no one whit of the wozlde belongeth to the 
Creatoꝛ, were it not that the grace of God 
plucketh a fewe out of deſtruction, which os 
ther wile would haue pcriſhed, the wozld be · 
ing left in that deſtruction, whereunto it is 
molt iuſtly appointed. And koz this cauſe 
Jeſus Chit pꝛoteſteth, that he pꝛayeth the 
Father fo2 them onely whom the Father 
bath giuen him. Foz tn deede, the grace of 
God findeth no cauſe in any man, why hee 
ſhould bee good vnto him, but man receiueth 

D iii all 
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all ok his mercie, becauſe it is Goys wozke 
onely to ſaue his, and fo2 that ende and pur⸗ 
pole to make them fit and meete to be parta⸗ 
kers of his inheritance, And foz a man ta 
imagine any pꝛetence fo man in this caſe,it 
were as much as if he ſhould goe about ts 
make him his owne maker. And ik we doe 
well to giue God all the pꝛaile foz the direc⸗ 
tion of this our copruptible life, howe map 
we be lo bolde co aſcribe that vnto our ſelues, 
which is without cõpariſon a thouſand times 
better: to wit, the lite that periſhe th not, but 
remaineth fo2 euer, ſeeing it is a great deale 
caſter to make vs men, then by our owne ins 
duſtrie and vertue to bee regenerate into a 
karre moe excellent nature. 

CAherevpon Saint Paul, to take away all 
pꝛeſumptuous opinion of mans bzaine in 
this behalfe ſayech , That it is neither in the 
willer, noz in the runner, that is to ſay, nets 
ther in merite, noz wo2thineſle, noz indu⸗ 
ſtrie,no2 will, no} helpe, oz any meanes that 
man can wozke,but in the onely goodneſle of 
our Loꝛd and maſter, who doth all things ac 
coding to the counſell of his good will, not 
accozding to our wozks,but accozding to the 
purpole ofhis grace, which was giuen vs by 
Jeſus Chziſt befoze the wonlde was. 9 0 


ofa Chriſtian man, 
this ought of a trueth content vs and ſuffice 
vs fo2 all reaſon that may bee bꝛought: fo 
to goe about to ſearche out any other, what 
were it elle, but to open a gappe fo raſhe 
and heady fellowes to demaund in like ſozte 
areaſon of all his wozkes, wh he beſtoweth 
his graces moe vpon ſome, then vpon other, 
as to beginne with the bꝛute beaſtes, why 
God made them not reaſonable creatures: 
and why he made not a woman, a man: any 
why he made not the ignozant, weake, and 
pooze man, a wiſe, ſtrong, and rich man: and 
as touching the elect themſelues, why they 
are not the lame that their head is, why there 
is ſo great odds betweene them, why they 
are ſo vncleane, and he very cle anneſſe it ſelf, 
and lo in ſumme, why he beſtoweth not his 


| giftes, as well vpon this man, as vpon that 


man. 

And pet my meaning is not, that God hath 
ns reaſon fo2 making ſuch # difference be⸗ 
tweene his creatures as he hath done: but 
becauſe that reaſon is hidden within his ſe- 
cret counſel, I ſay it mult ſuffice vs fo2 good 
and all, that his will was ſo, and ſay with S. 
Auguſtine,that faithfull ignorance is better 
then raſhe knowledge: yea that ſuch igno⸗ 
Lance is learned, q the deſire to know _ 

a 
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is a kinde of madneſle. Therefoze when wee 
lee that ſome haue this honour done the, that 
they are made Chziſtians as well as other, 
though we ſee no euident cauſe why it ſhouly 
be ſo, we mult learne to ſtand in admiration 
of the deepeneſſe and pꝛokoundneſſe of Gods 
iudgment, which we may in no wile diſpute 
of: and therefoze cuery one of vs hath to 
cantent himlſelfe to knowe , that to be a 
Tobea Chtiſtian, is the wozkemanſhip, as S. Paul 
Chriſtian, ſaith, and creature of God, created in Jeſus 
is the only Chyiſt, and that God hath bleſſed him with 
no of all ſpirituall bleſſings in heauenly things in, 
5 him, as he choſe him in him bekoze the foun⸗ 
dation of the wozlde, being pꝛedeſtined of 
God to adapt him to himſelk, accoꝛding to the 
good pleaſure of his will to the pꝛaile of his 
grace, which bee hath powꝛed out moſtplen } 
tifally vpon him, in all wiſcyome and vnder- 
ſtanding,and to whom he hath giuen to know 
the ſecrete of his will, accoꝛding to his euer⸗ 
laſting decree which he purpoled in him lelke, 
being moued thereunto by no other meanes, 
then ok himſelfe. 

So then to come to the regeneration of a 
Ofrhere- Chꝛiſtian, and to ſpeake ofthe oꝛder that is 
£ — holden therein, F irſt of al we may not dꝛeame 
n. {any lnch generation as Pythagoras _ 
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of a Chriſtian mati. 
who thought that as ſoon as the bodies were 
dead, the ſoules went into other bodies: nei⸗ 
ther may we dꝛeame of any naturall gencras 
tion oz power of man, whereby this man 
ſhould be made after this ſoꝛte: foꝛ this ge- 
neration is not wꝛought by a cozruptible any 
pncleane ſeede, as the firſt was whereof we 
are all partakcrs, whieb can engender nos 
thing but cozruption, nothing can be bozne 
of fleſh, but fleſh, whole ende is death and ves 
ſtruction: but by an other and ſecoud gene · 
ration which is ſpirituall, made of an holp 
and vncoꝛruptible ſecede, which is the woꝛde 


of God pꝛeached, whereby they that are ap · 


pointed to ſaluation, are called and begotten 
to him. Foꝛ in deed there is no other viſferfce 
betweene Pꝛedeſtination, and calling, but 
this, that pꝛedeſtination is a pꝛeparatiue of 


that, whereof the calling is the effect and the 


accompliſhment 2: and pet mp meaning is 
not, ch at this generation is made by the ver; 
tue ot one ſimple woꝛde vttered by the voyce 
ok man which ſoundeth onely in the cares, 
which God vleth as his meanes and inſti» 
ment to call all men mdifferently to him: 
(foz many are called, ſaith Chꝛiſt, but fewe 
are choſen, and it were to ſet a moztall man 


too much on cockehozle to ſap that his voyte 
were 


Ofthe excellencie 
were lo pearcing of it ſelt as to wozke a rege⸗ 


neratio in the ſoule of man) but J ſay,itts by | 


an other inward calling of God, by p meaneg 
ofthe outwarde which is wzought by man, 
which inward calling maketh it ſelfe heard 
within, by dꝛawing the heart vnto it, which 
receiueth the witnes of the euerlaſting grace, 
and without which,the voice of man could be 
but a bare ſound that vaniſheth awape in the 
apꝛe, and a literal pꝛeaching & dead without 
any fruite, the ſeede time being of litle value, 
vnleſle the increaſe be giuẽ by vertue of that 
life which is reſerued onely fo2 them which 
were appointed vnto it from the beginning 
ofthe wozld, accoꝛding to p purpoſe of God, 
and no purpole of theirs, to whom onelp it is 
giuen to knowe the ſecrets of the kingdome 
ofheauen, all other men being ſhut aut and 
left totheir owne nature, whereby they are 
deafe and blinde, conceiued and bozne ſuch of 
the vncleane ſeede of their parentes, hauing 
beſide a darkened vnderſtanding which can 
not compꝛehend the miſteries of God: fo his 


worde is couered and hidden to them, ſo that 


they can no moe perceiue the glozious and 
bꝛight chining light of it. chen blind men can 
the light of the Dunne: koz no man can come 


eo Chria, vulelle her haue a ſpeciall grace 
giuen 
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s | him from aboue. 

as touching the way that our hea⸗ — 
uenly Father taketh in framing a Chaiſtian mech a 
man, this it is, he firſt determined in himſelfe Chriſtian 
to make the woꝛld and all things to his glo⸗ 
tie, and men eſpecially, to ſhewe to one ſozte 
them which are pꝛedeſtinate to ſaluation, 

his mercie, and to the other ſo2te, his inflice 

end co this effect he appointed fo2 an onely 

and ſole Mediatour Jeſus Chziſt his onelp 
kexcotten Sonne, ot one ſelfe lame ſubſtance 

with himſelfe. euen God euerlaſting, to the 

end that by him being made man, and the two 
natures vnited and ioyned together in one in 

him, all coxruption ot mankinde might bee 
purged and al righteouſneſle fully accompli⸗ 

ſhed in him fo? all, as one able enough to ſu⸗ 

ſtayne the indgment of God, and woꝛthy 
enough to appcaſe his wꝛeth by the offering 

bp of himlelfe, the iuſt dying fo the vniuſt, 

and to ſanctifie all his elect, aboliſhing their 

inne in them by the communication of his 
death, and quickning them by his reſurrec⸗ 

tion. To be ſhozte, he determined with him⸗ 

ſeife to giue them his ſonne, and in him what 

ſoeuer is requiſite foʒ their ſaluation, as alſs 

to giue them to him, and ſo to make them 


Chꝛiſtians, by ingraffing them into Chaiſtz 
atung which 
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ſolued alſo to reueale vnto them, when they 
ſhould not thinke of it, cauſing himſelke to be 
found as the Pꝛophet ſapeth,of them, which 
inquired nat after him, and at that time, that 
they walke alter the courſe and faſhion of this 
woꝛld, euen as Satan would haue them, am 
pꝛoceedeth in it after this ſoꝛt. 


which euerlaſting purpoſe and decree, he rt 


| 


| 


Firſt, to awake them out ofthe dead ſleepe } 


of ſinne whereinto they are fallen, he pꝛicketh 
them with the ſharpenelſe of his lawe, and 
laying a number of examples of his Juffice 
befoze them, dꝛiueth chem into a feare, not 
minding to beate them downe into deſperas 
tion, but ta make them turne their faces tos 
wardes the Mediatour, in whom they may 
finde ſome place of refuge. And to this end, 
he layeth befoze them in concluſion his grace 
and fatherly goodnes by the pꝛeaching ok his 
Golpel, he teacheth them, he maketh them 
apt to receiue inſtruction, aſſureth them of 
their election, ſummoneth them to his hea⸗ 
uenly raheritance, ſtretcheth out his handc 
vnto them to bzing them thither, pea, and 
dꝛaweth them vnto him, kaſhioneth them new 
eares, ligbteneth their eyes, changeth their 
ſtonie heart, into a fleſhy heart, openeth their 
bperſtanving.renewery their ſenles, _ 
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ſeth and maketh them fic to ſauour and taſte 

his woꝛde, which he ſoweth, and caulſeth it to 

budde and bꝛing foꝛth fruit in them. c maketh 
them fit fo2 his election, To be ſhozte, when 
he hath once fozmed Chziſt in them, hee dec ⸗ 
keth and enricheth them with many giktes 
and graces, and whereas they were farre of 
from him, hee maketh them dꝛawe neere to 
him, of ſtrangers he? maketh them houſes 
birdes, of wolues ſhcepe flocking together 
bnder tle great paſtour ofſoules : ok natu⸗ 
tall, fleſhly, rarthly, and deuiliſh men, he mas 
keth them heauenly, ſpirituall, angellike and 
diuine: and by this meanes tranſlateth them 
from the kingdome of darkenefſe, into the 
kingdome of light, tranſpozteth chem from 
death to lite, and bzingeth them into his own 
houſholde. To be ſhozt, hauing thus ingrat· 
fed them into the body of his Sonne, he top- 
neth and allieth himſelfe to them, he maketh 
himſelfe one wich them, maketh them his 
childzen and heyzes partakers ol his immoz* 
talitie and glozie and all this he wozketh by 
the inward vertue of his holy Ghoft, # with 
an other mancr ofefficacie then by reſfozing 
thereliques of free will,as ſome popiſh mates 
vle to ſpeake, ſeeing that all the remainder 
. 
x. ug 
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rhing elle but co ſinne willingly, toflie from 
God, to hate him, and to haue no will to heart 
bim, noꝛ beleeue in him, no2 acknowledge as 
ny ok his bleſſings:and that moe is, to thinkt 
vpon nothing but vpon ſinne, and not to haut 
ſo much as one good thought. 

Which wonderfull oꝛder S. Bernard con: 
lidering, crpeth out and ſayth, Beholde an 
high and marueilous counfell, which hath 
bene publiſbed to vs. God knowech them that 
are his, and what he knewe, he hath ſhewey 
to men: he receiueth none to the knowledge 
of this miſterie and hidden thing, but ſuch 
as he hath pꝛeveſtinen. And addeth mozeos 
ner, The mercie of God from euerlaſting 
to euerlaſting, on them that feare him: from 
euerlaſting, becauſe ot his pꝛeveſtination: to 
euerlaſting, becauſe of the bleſſedneſle which 
they looke foꝛ, the one hath no beginning. and 
the other hath no ende. S. Auguſtine alſo ſaith 
in like ſoꝛte, Is not this a kinde of ſchole, far 
from the ſenſe ofthe fleſhe, wherein the Fa⸗ 
ther is the ſcholemaſter that teacheth vs to 


come to him, and the Sonne of God is the 


woꝛde whereby hee teacheth, and which en? 
treth by the eare euen to the heart, where is 


whoteacheth allo ioxutly wich chem, and not 


part, 


| 


alfo the ſpirit of the Father and the Sonne, 


| 


he receiueth an other ſoule, o another bodie Lecie of che 


heart, andthe pꝛeaching is wzought by the 


) Ipectall grace of God, to _ vnto vs, that 
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apart, foʒ the wozkes of the Trinitie ate ins 
ſeparable,ſo that, it we ſce numbers come to 
the Sonne, it is by him that maketh many 
to beleue in Chʒiſt. But where # when euery 
man hath heard e bene taught by the father, 
we ſee it not, becauſe this grace is hidden, ſe· 
cret # heauenly, wꝛought by p renewing of p 
holy Ghoſt, powꝛed out plentifully vpon the, 

And truely, it is a marueileus generation, 47 
which maketh man a new creature, not that The excel- 


power of 


in ſubſtance, but in qualitie, by repayzing the 51; th 
Image gt God in him, by an inward renew⸗ generation 
ing ok the whole nature, that was coprupted: of a Chis ,* 
yea it is a wozke which ſetteh out vnta vs ſtian. 

no leſſe vertue and power of God, then that 

whereby Jeſus Chꝛiſt was rayled from the 

dead and placed at the right hand of God his 
Father. To be ſhoꝛt, it is done by the woꝛde, 

as by the ozdinarie inſtrument which ma- 

keth vs partakers of Chꝛiſt, and frameth the 

Chꝛiſtian man ſo that vnlefle the doe ok our 

hearing be opened by the pꝛeaching of the 

Goſpell , the wozde cannot enter into the 


voyce of man aſſiſted by the inward vertue of 
the holy Ghoſt, which man muſt be lent by a 


his 
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this ſpecial grace ts accoꝛding to his electis; 
which is accozding to his euerlaſting coun⸗ 
ſell, determined accozding to the good pleas 
ſure ot his will, which onely is iuſt and reaſo- 
nable. And ſo conſcquencly both the calling, 
and other cffectes that follow, flowe from the 
eucrlaſtiug Election, as bzookes c ſtreames 
doe from the fountaines and ſpꝛinges, 
The begin- Therkoꝛe, ſeeing this man is not begotten 
ning of a kither of fleſh, oz blood, as other are, but of 
Chriſtian God, it is not fo2 nought thet J ſaid befoze, 
is from hea that he is ſuch a creature, as the woꝛld knows 
Uen, as 13 : EY , 
alſo his eth not. Foz indeede his beginning is not 
conuerſion. from hence beneath from the earth, but from 
aboue from heauen, as alſo his chiekeſt con⸗ 
uerſation and abyding place is there where 
he hath God fox his father: and here the 
TheFather Church foꝛ his mother, but pet indeede hea⸗ 
& Mother uenly : Mother, becauſe ſhe hath her begins 
of a Chri- ning from that grace that is aboue, c moze- 
ſtian- ouer becauſe ſhe is gardien and keeper of the 
leede of that life that periſheth not, by which 
ſcede ſhe conceiueth and bꝛingeth fo2th this 
man, and when ſhee hath bꝛought him kozth, 
ſhe nourcerh him with the ſeaſoned milke of 
The nou - vnderſtanding. that being nouriſhed by it. he 
riſhment of may grow vp to ſaluation. And afterwarde 


aCurilkan ſhe foltereth him with Krong and 2 8 
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tiall meate, vntill he come to a perfect ade; 
that is, tothe attainment of the latter ende 
of faith. Enen as the natural man, conceiued 
ofnaturall ſeede is nouriſhed with blood in 
his mothers wombe, and fedde afterwarde. 
with milke when he is once bozne as al creas 
tures are nouriſhed with that whereof they 

are ingend2ed, cuen lo the regenerate man, 

| conceiued and begotten of the incozruptible 

ſcedeof the woꝛde of God, is nouriſhed and 

foſtered by it, receiuing the ſame ſimply and 

purely without any mixture and hotch poch 

of any other mans inuention with it. | 

Fo? as there is no foode moze wholeſome The nou- 

then the food of the wozp of God,ifit be reccts 7ihmene of 

ued ſpncerely as it is, ſo there is none moe hee 

| noyſome and hurtful, when it ts marred with G04 is 
mixture of other things mingled with it, then wholeſome 

is the falſe doctrine of men: And therefoze 

God ſpeaking to his Church by the mouth of 

his Pꝛophet Eſai, ſapeth after this ſoꝛte, My 

ſpirit which is in thee. and my woꝛdes which 

IJ haue put into thee, ſhal neuer depart out of 

thy mouth, noꝛ out cf the mouth ct thy chil- 

dien. And tothe ende they may growe vp 7* — 

| andpyofite the better, he ſcaleth aud matketh dan gros 

them with the ſeale and marke of Baptiſme, yp & probt, 
adding mozeouer an inwarde wozking of | 
| E ii his 
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his holy Ghoſt, and afterward giueth them 
fo2 meate and nouriſhment the Sacrament 
of the bodie and blood of Jeſus Chzift, 
though hee bee able and ſufficient enough to 
bꝛing them to perkection in one houre, But 
it pleaſeth him to haue them growe vp af 
ter that (ozte by litle and litle, vnder the 
nouriſhment of this mother, le that who ſo 
is not conceiued in her wombe, and bꝛought 
foxth by her, and foſtered and nouriſhed 
by her, doeth boaſt in vaine, that GD D 
is his Father: Fo2 he begetteth no childzen, 
neither foſtereth and bzingeth vp any, but by 
his miniſterie, ſo that we may not ſeparate 
theſe two things which G D D hath cou⸗ 
pled together. to wit, that the Church is Mo⸗ 
ther to all them whole father he is, and who⸗ 
ſoeuer is not begotten okher, is begotten of 
an harlot, and hath an harlot fo2 his mother, 
who begetteth childzen fo2 the Denill, and 
to euerlaſting death: ſeeing there is no en 
trance into the life that remaineth fo2 euer, 
but only fo2 them whom this mother keepeth, 
and guideth, and gouerneth: ſo that who ſo 
is out of her boſome, it is impoſſible fo2 him 

to be ſaued. 
And as in p fleſhly generation there is one 
lawtull and an other balchrd, ſo kareth it alſo 
— N in 


| 
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in the ſpiritual generation, there is one law⸗ 
full and an other baſtarde. The firſt is after 
the ſpirite, and the ſecond after the fleſh, and 


are hereby knowen the one krom the other, 
that the one is conceiued and made by the 


ſpirite oftrueth, of a chaſt mother, that is Two kinds 
chaſt and faithfull co her huſband Jeſus or Þiriwall 


our generation 


Chꝛiſt: and the other, by the ſpirit of err 
and lyes, of a mother that playeth the har⸗ 
lot with Satan, by bzeaking her pzomile 
made to Chzift, and pet notwithſtanding kiſ+ 
ſing him with a trecherous kiſſe of Judas: 
and like an hypocrite and diſſembling har⸗ 
lot as ſhee is, contenteth her ſelfe to haue but 
one halte of him: the one being touched with 
à pure and naturall loue, will not haue him, 
vnleſſe ſhe may enioy him wholely, and there⸗ 
foze begetteth lawfull childzen, which are 
childzen of light, begotten ofthe immoztall 
leede,and beautified with righteouſneſſe and 
holineſſe, to the ende ſayeth Saint James, 
that they may be the firſt fruites of his crea⸗ 
tures, that is toſay,choſen and ſct apart from 
all other men, and ſequeſtred to be an holy 
offring: the other, on the contrarie ſide, be- 
gettech childꝛen ofdarkeneſle to watan, of a 
moꝛtall ſeede, which are wozkers of iniqui⸗ 
tie, whole vnderſtanding is cozrupt, going 

E iii on 
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vn from naught co wozſe, as they are led by 
the ſpirit of lies, by whom the pure bꝛight⸗ 
nelle of true doctrine is ſtopped vp, and the 
ſeruice of Gd diſſigured with many kindes 
ok ſuperſtitione, idolatrie and wickednes, and 
yet vnder a colour of godlineſſe, wildome, ard 


| holines, wherby they dꝛaw other into errour. 
Amongſt :1 Amongeſt all the childzen thus begotten, 
the baſtard the man of ſinne the childe of Satan is moſt 
children, notozious, in whome the ſpirite of Satay 
Fae childof dwelleth in all fulneſſe, as he doth ald inch? 
Fehe che, Which haue receiued his marke in their foze- 
feſt, heads and handes, and this man likteth vp 
himſelfe aboue all that is called God, and as 
boue that thing what ſoeuer it be, wherin the 
worſhip of the Loꝛd ſtandeth, which he tranl⸗ 
ferreth to himlelke, in ſo much as hee ſitteth 
in the temple of God, and maketh warre as 
gainſt Chꝛiſt, with power of illuſton and des 
ceiueableneſſe, the like whereof was neuer 
ſeene, bearing a booke in his hande, which is 
ſweet in the hand. but bitter in the heart, and 
ſo much the mo2e deadly to the conlciences 
of men, by howe much it is plealaunt to 
mans {ſenſe and reaſon, and giueth him oc⸗ 
caſion to boaſt of himſelfe. To be ſhoꝛt, this 
generation is acrooked, vnfaithfull, wicked 
and d froward generation, and pet notwithſtã⸗ 
ding; 
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ding, the number of them is great, they are 
farre mightier and of greater renowme then 
the other, which are but a ſmall ſtocke, vyle 
abiect, and contemptible, as touching the 
fleſhe. | 
Now then, ik the meanes cefthis generati⸗ 
on of a Chꝛiſtian man, whereby he is renued 
into anewe life, and made a newe creature, 
be found to be ſuch that it ſurmounteth the 
capacitie ot our ſenſes, we map not marueile 
at it, ſeeing that euen in this bodily life, wee 
perceiue ſuch a vertue, as the reaſon wheres 
ok our ſenſes are not able to attame vnto, 
As foz example, there is noncof vs, but dꝛaw⸗ 
eth the vitall ſpirite of the ay2e, and wee all 
feele the motion of the ayꝛe, wherby we both 
daw in our bꝛea th, and bꝛeath out, and pet 
there is not one cf vs that can tel, tro whence 
this mouing commeth, oz whether it goeth. 
And though euery one of vs kecle in himlelſe 
the vertue of the ayze, yet we know not the 
beginning and the cauſe ok it. CClel then, it in 
this tranſitszie life which is gone in a mos 
ment, we ſee a marueilous vertuc wehereby 
God woꝛkech lo mightily in it, that it paſſeth 
the reache of our ſenſes, howe is it poſſible 
to fetch within the compaſſe ot our vnder- 
ſtanding this ſecrete wozke inthe heauenly 
* E uu like 
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like which paſleth the reache of nature, as 
though we were not to beleue any moze, then 
L we are able to perceiue by the vew of the eye: 
1 But the chiefeſt point that is to be conſis 
ke Chat dered in the excellencie of this generation is 
Nian can blbis, that euen as the woꝛde ol God is an vn⸗ 
neuer be C02ruptible ſeed of life, which bzingeth koꝛth 
wholy ex- fruite like to it ſelfe, and ſuch a budde as ne⸗ 
tinguihed. yer dpieth vp: euen ſo when the Chziftian 
man is once made partaker of this light, it 
can neuer be ſo put foxth choked vp in him, 
but there remaineth ſtill ſome ſparke alway 
in him, ſuch is the foxce ofthe woꝛd, when it 
Þ: is once kindled in the heart of man by the ho? 
iy Ghoſt, who beareth him witneſſe that he is 
the childe ol God, and cauſeth him to followe 
his gouernement and conduct with a ſteady 
heart, and holdeth him in a ſteady and contt- 
nuall obedience of iuſtice. And therefoze God 
ſayeth by his Pꝛophet Ezechiel, That hee 
giueth them that are his, a newe heart, and 
p2omiſeth them that they ſhall walke in his 
oꝛdinances, fo2 his holy ſpirite purſueth his 
grace in them, even to the ende. Fo2 though 
there be ſometime ſome bꝛeaches and crackes 
in their faith, as we haue alterations in vs 
by reaſon of our fraileneſſe, moued there- 
unto by ſuch violence as Satan wozketh a- 


gainſt 
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gainſt vs, and though the bzightneſſe ol our 
faith be daſeled with the thicke and obſcure 
darkeneſſe of tentation: pet notwithſtanding 
it ceaſeth not to haue alway?s an eye to God: 
and that moze is, though it ſo fall out (as we 
know it befell to Dauid) that the Chꝛiſtian 
man bee fo2 a ſeaſon ſo dead on llecpe with 
ſuch a blockiſhneſle of ſinne that there appea⸗ 
reth not any one ſparke of the ſpirite in him 
(as Dauid pꝛayeth fo2 this cauſe that it may 
be reſtoꝛed to him) yet notwichſfkanving this 
ſeede, whereby God regenerateth his elect, 
as it is incoꝛruptible dieth not, chou gh it bee 
foʒ a ſeaſon as it were choked, ſo that a man 
would thinke, that all reuerence and keare ot 
God were cleane put out. et there is a cole 
under thele aſhes , which kindleth and tas 
keth fire againe, and this roote commeth to 
ſpurt foꝛth, when a man would haue thought 
it had beene cleane dead. Foz the vertue and 
goodneſſe of God is ſuch, that it ſurmountet h 
our malice, ſo that, that man may be lure of 
his ſaluation whom God hath once touched 
with a liuely faith, though it were but a very 
ſhozt while: fo2 he is conſtrained to ſay, that 
that which he beleeued, is a trueth, ſeeing it 
cannot be by fleſh and blood, but by the light 


3 there is neither lie, no2 — 
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reit: and ſo conſequently, that that hath bene 
once found true, ſhalbe euer true. 
1 Fox this is certaine that God, who began 
ache ese this wozke of regeneration, will perfite it in 
nerarion or the day of the Loꝛde, and will not leaue the 
a Chriſtian WI2ke of his hands vnperfect, fo2 his giftes 
is neuer and callings are without repentance,# looke 
irvnpcr- what he hath once giuen, he neuer calleth it 
4 backe, being faithfull c conſtant in his deeds, 
and keepeth his trueth euerlatingly, with⸗ 
out any alteration o2 change, ko it is impol- 
{ible his woꝛde ſhould fayle : and it cannot 
be but Gods decree mult remaine accozding 
to the election, ſo that whomſoeuer he hath 
once knawen & appointed to ſaluation, that 
man can neuer fall from his ſaluation. The 
ſteadlaſtnelle of his counſell is ſhewed to the 
heyꝛes ot pꝛomiſe that it ſhall endure foz c* 
uer, by two things which can neuer be chan⸗ 
ged, to wit, his woꝛde, and his othe, wheres 
by hee hath confirmed his pꝛomiles, and it 
is imyoſſible he ſhould lie in them. Ts this 
purpoſe, Jeſus Chzilt ſapeth, that all that 
the father hath giuen him, ſhall come to him, 
and he will not caſt out one of them that (hal 
come to him, Foꝛ this is the will ol my Fas 


whom my Father hath giuen me, but J will 
rayſe 


ther, ſaith he, that J leeſe not one of them 
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rayſe them vp all in the latter day, And as 
gaine, My ſheepeſaieth he, heare my voyte, 
and followe me, J knowe them and giue 
them euer laſting lite, and no man ſhall take 
them out ot mine hand. So then, leeing hee 
hach p2omitcd that chat man which hath 
once taken ltucly roote in hun ſhall neuer be 
plucked vp, all that are of the flocke of his 
theepefolde, are out of danger to be euer caſt 
away,becaule the purpoſe of God which hee 
hath decreed vpon them is ſteadkaſt, andthe 
ſentence of peace is ratified to them, & there⸗ 
foze he taketh them apart and ſayethvnto chez 
in this wiſe: Feare not, litle flock, ſeeing it is 
giuen to pou to knowe the miſterye of the 
kingdome of heauen: fo2 to whomſocuer the 
gilt of beleeuing is giuen, to the ſame man is 
alſo giuen the gift of continuance accozding 
to the vertue ofthe holy Ghoſt which is euer⸗ 
laſting, wherby the Chꝛiſtian man is renued, 
and his foꝛce remaineth fo2 euer: fo2 other⸗ 
wiſe, were it not continuing fo2 euer, ð grace 
of God could not be alwayes ſure and ſtable. 

And onthe cther ſide, it were to great and 
doltiſh blockiſhneſſe and diſtruſt, to doubt 
whether the Sonne of God in his payers fox 
the Elect, that their faith might not kayle 
them, were heard oz no, ſeeing he —_ 
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himlelfe fo2 them, ſo that their hope which is 
as it were a ſure anchze fo2 the ſoule, exten | 
dech itſelfe beyonde our death: and though 
the infirmitie of the fleſhe bee great, pet ſees 
ing their kaſt holde hangeth not vpon their 
ovne vertue, but vpon the vertue & ſtrength 
ol God, ſeeing their ſaluation is kept vnder | 
his ſccret garde, as vnder a leale, and authen⸗ 
ticall ſignet, they are out ok al daunger, wzit⸗ 
ten as it were, and inregiſtred by the almigh⸗ 
tie and euerlaſting God in the booke of life, 
ſo that all their ſinnes are not able to ſtoppe 
the courſe of Gods election, noꝛ quench oz 
diminiſh the leaſt wiſe that may be, the lone 
ol God, ſeeing that euen by our very ſinnes 
he taketh occaſton to ſhewe vs karre grea- 
ter loue, he himſelle being vnchangeable, and 
his decrees euerlaſting, ſo that it is not in 
mans power to chãge his decree, noꝛ to make 
bim goe away frop which hehath once deter⸗ 
mined, And in decd, it were no meete thing 
fo2 his vnchangeable nature, neither might 
it bee truely ſaide ol him, that he ligbteneth 
men to blinde them, oꝛ buildeth to pul down, 
oꝛ planteth to roote vp. 

Ot che true hereby now may euery man ſee that the 

— ſpirite of God is the true marke of a Chꝛi⸗ 

— — man, whereby he is knowen krom all 


er, 
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dther, and is ok greater accompt then all o⸗ 
ther: not that Spirite whereby all creas 
tures are ſuſfeined and haue their mouing 
by a generall ſtrength and vertue which is 
common to all lining creatures, neither that 
ſpirit, whereby we haue viuers and ſundzie 
giftes beſtowed ſeuerally vpon eche of vs, 
but the ſpirite of adoption and ſauctification, 
which the Love giueth to none, but to the 
Chꝛiſtian man, when hee receiueth him into 
the number of his child2zen and ſeparateth 
him from all other, and ſundzeth him from 
the woꝛlde, to bꝛing him to the hope ofthe e⸗ 
uerlaſting inheritance. This ſpirite, is foʒ 
this cauſe called the Spirit of ſanctification, 
whereby the image of God is impꝛinted in a 
Chziſtian,and lerueth him koꝛ an earneſt pen · 
nie ot his ſaluation: and in deede putteth him 
in poſſeſſisn and a certaine entoping of his 
adoption, which is giuen him by a ſpeciall 
grace of God, to bꝛing that to paſſe by a ſe- 
cret wozking, which hee determined in his 
ſecret counſel to bzing to paſſe in him, by his 
mightie hand, ſhewing himlelfe to be a moſt 
gracious and louing father byhis teſtimonie: 
a greater then which, and moze certaine, wee 
cannot deſire, becauſe the light and knowe- 
ledge which he giueth, is accompanied * 
ue 
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ſuch a perſwaſionand certaintie of ſpirit, and 
with lo ſteadtaſt and aſſured truſt of heart in 
his goodneſle,that it maketh our vnderſtan⸗ 
ding ſurmount allthings,clenſech and lifteth 
vp our hearts to heauen, and cauſeth vs to 
tecle a ſpiritual taſte ot heauenly riches. And 
to be ſhoꝛt, cauleth a new byꝛth in him, and 
tranſfozmeth him: foꝛ this light which is in a 
Chziſtian mans ſoule, differeth very much 
from al other light ok knowledge c from that 
kinde of faith which pꝛoceedeth from the per- 
ſwaſion of man. Foz it is impoſſible fo2 mans 
wit, to giue man ſuch vnderſtãding of knows 
ledge and taith as this is, which is wzought 
in him by the mightie woꝛking ofthe ſpirit of 
God: and is this in \umme, that the Goſpell 
which hath no appearance of wit no? ſtrẽgch, 
is notwithſtanding a wiſedome lo high that 
it ſurmounteth the heauens, and is the migh⸗ 
tie power of God co laluation to every one 
that beleeueth, to bꝛing him to the kingdome 
ofheauen:fo2 in deed, what can there be moꝛe 
ſtrange, mote fooliſh, moze ſimple, oz mo2e 
offenſtne to reaſon, then to heare a man ſay, 
that God is made and become a moztal man, 
that life was ſubiect to death, righteouſneſle 
couered with a ſhewe of ſtune, bleſſing ſubiect 
to curle, that by this meanes, men might -» 

ranſo⸗ 
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ranſomed from death. and made partakers of 
bleſſed immoxtalicie, to the ende they might 
obtaine life, æ that iuitice might reigne, ſinne 
being once aboliſhed:and laſt of all to the end 
that death it ſelfe and molediction might be 
ſwalowed vp, and therefoze, that we haue ta 
tuter into glozie by ignominie, into felicitie 
by miſeries, and into like by death, 

And mozeouer that this light is farre dik⸗ 
ferent from all other light of knowledge and 
faith which pzoccedeth from the perſwaſton 
ofman, it is necdlefle to alleage any other er- 
mple, then the crample of that faith, which 
s in the moſt part ofthe that beare the name 
of Chꝛiſtians, c pet haue nothing but p bare 
title, and beleue in Jeſus Chʒiſt, becauſe they 
haue bene lo learned & taught from father ta 
ſonne,and are ſo perl waded, becauſe they ſee 
ther men þ line w them, beleue ſo:them eſpe⸗ 
tially whome they take to be the bolieſt, the 
viſcſt, the moſt religious, and perſwade thẽ⸗ 
ſelues p their heads cannot erre : So that if 
they had chanced to haue bene boꝛne in any o⸗ 
ther countrie 02 religion, they would as eali⸗ 
ly baue bene perlwaded to it as to that which 
nowe they holde and are perlwaded is true, 
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The Chri- 
ſtian can- 
not be 

knowne by 


mans ſenſe 


che light of 
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krom aboue, but cold,fleſhy, weake, and very 
changeable which hath no other end but a pe⸗ 
culter reſpect of his owne, and nothing leſle 
then to be touched with the glozie of God, 
Reither doe they receiue Jeſus Chziſt fo} 
ſuch a one, as he is offred of God the father 
in the Goſpell by a liuely faith pꝛoper to the 
elect, but while they pꝛokeſle his name, they 
ſpoyle him ok his glozie, vertue, and dignitie, 
to tranſterre it to creatures and mens inuen⸗ 
tions in ſteade ofthe Creatoꝛ. 

And therefoze it followeth, that this man 
which we ſpeake of, cannot be diſcerned from 
other by any iudgment of mans ſenſe and rea 
ſon, but by a ſpirituall iudgment by compa⸗ 
ring ſpirituall things with ſpirituall things: 
foꝛ the Chziſtian people are but a ſmall flock, 

contemtible, ſcattred here one and there one 
in the thickeſt of a number that are falſely 
called the people of God and Chyiſtians, ſe 
parate from the common oꝛder ok men, am 
ſet anart as a treaſure that God reſerueth fot 
himſelfe, hidden and withdꝛawen from the 
ſight and knowledge of men, as a few graines 
of cozne vnder a great deale of chaffe in a 
flooꝛe: ſo that it is not the reputation, nobili⸗ 
tie, greatneſſe, wiſdome, deuotion oz other ap 
pearance y man eſteemeth (be it neuer ſo * 
| r10ug 
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vous): which, we baue to reſpect, as S. Paul 
wuleththe Corinth. ta conſider, that there 
are hut a ft we called amongeſt them, a fews 
wiſe, afew noble, a fewe mightie, and ot au 
thozitie afees che fleſh: baue we to 
reſpect <ebcle, oꝛ ontwary pꝛofeſlion. ne yes 
iht aut wd ſigne of Baptiſmezas it is waits 
ten, Al chen that are of Jſxael,are not Ilxae⸗ 
lites nn ali they 9bzahams childzen, which 
arebo9ofAbzaham.although they haue all 
one: ſeltaſame marke u. Cireumciſton 2 but 
tt is che marke of the-Dpiritof God, which 
de muſt haue regarde vuto;; ſeeing that all 


The onely 


marke of 


fixues and appearances het auſe they are the — 


1 enupmaoſitable; without the 
baly agi af che inwarde, whereimeruely 
ocaefiſtetdiche witneſſe; whereby a Chziſtian 
mam may know himle lte. And the firſt effect 
df his ward vertue oł God, is that which 
chat Deripture calletch Adoption, which is 
not common to al the woꝛld. as Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
giueth us to vnderſtand, ſaying, That her 
pꝛapcch nat the Father fo2 the woꝛld, but fox 
them, whom the father hath giuen him, as it 
is ſald in another placc, That the pꝛayſe of 
that adoption is not of men; but ot God, ac» 
cuꝛding to his good pleaſure and grace giuen 
in Chiu bekoze the * ok the nne 
99: ere 


God cau- 
ſeth vs to 
knowe a 


Chriſtian? 


How a 
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know that 
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were layde! Os chat, tuen as it tsTaive chat 
Chziſt dwelleth in vs by the ſpititdvf:God; 
euen ſo doth man kudwe and is knowen ta 
de a Chziſtian, by thefellowſhip ol che ſame 
ſpirit, as by that marke where wich che hea⸗ 
uenly father ſealeth and marketluche heart 
ot his elect in aſſurance of their 
whereby he knoweth them, he hath 
quickened from heauen by his mot lecrett 
vertue, which no lenle ol man is able to per 
cetue, being in it ſelte very high mx ot great 
mateſtie,# in utward appearance vile e beg 
gerly, wherby eule Chꝛiſtian man harz ſuch 
a confoʒmitie with-Chzilt, that as the woꝛli 
did not know him ts neither is daumen ta 


the woy!d, fo} as much as pwogawhich hach 


receiued nothing but the ſpiric ure wor 
hath no vnderſtanding of thoſe thiage which 
ſauoꝛ et᷑ p ſpiricof God. Fo, ſaich Sail, eut 
as no man knoweth'y tha dare in mt 
but only p ſpirit — ſa no mã know⸗ 
eth the things of God, but the ſpirit· or God. 
So then, a man can not iudge;no not of 
bimſelfe, whether he be a Chꝛiſttan dz no, vn⸗ 


leſſe it be by the light of this ſpirite of God p 


is giuen him, as S. Iohn witneſſetch ſpeaking 
in the perſon of euery Chꝛiſtian, ſaying al⸗ 
ter this ſozt: Hercbp we know y God mn 
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tert in vs, euen by the holy Ghoſt whome he 
hath giuen vs. And this he ſayeth vpon ter⸗ 
tatneknowledge, 4 nat by geſſing, accoꝛding 
to that that S. Paul ſayeth, That the ſame 
ſpiric bearethrecozde with our ſpirit. that we 
arethe childꝛen of God, and that it is not by 
the ſpirit of the woꝛzlde, but by the ſpirite vf- 
God that we knowe thoſe things which are 
giuen us of God, to witte. our adoption, and 
hape of euerlaſting life, and moze, that we are 
ahla ti laye and to ſape truely, that they are 
none ol Chꝛiſtes which haue not this inwary 
witueſſe ut the ſpirite ꝛ and againe that they 
beare abdut them a witneſſe & condemnation 
againſt themſelues, which doubte whether 
they polleſſe Chꝛiſt and bee of his body o2 no, 
hauing no alſurance by certaintieof faith, co 
be out ot doubt and vpon ſure ground both fox 
this pzeſent and fo; the time to come, ans 
luch faith as Jeſus Chꝛiſt allureth vs. that al 
that are his ſhall haue, ſaving in this wiſe ta 
his Apoſtles, the ſpirite of trueth which the 
woꝛlde cannot receiue, becauſe it ſeeth him 
not, ne knoweth him, but you knowe him. foꝛ 


he dwellech in you, and ſhalbe in you. And in Faith is ned 
deede freing that continuance is a neceſſary without a& 
bing fo2 ſaluation, what faith were it if it dance of 
ha not wich it aſſurance aud rertaſaie; tnt — 


F it conti⸗ 
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tunttnus : Nowe the trueth is fo; chat whi 
foencr hach the gift dt faith to belcenez hath 
allo the gift ol perſeuerante to tonttune con: 
ſidering that faith is not a perlwaſton fo2 x 
dap, and a thing that ſodenly vaniſhethaway, 
but a ſteadfaſt and well rooted perſmaſtumin 
the heart to continue al the life long un gaint 
Paul boaſteth boldely in many placus oſchis 
election and perlwaveth other to do thelihe, 
vpon a gloꝛy which is not grounden vpona« 
ny thing that is in man; but in the goonnelle 
of God, ſaying, That he knoweth, whom he 
beleeueth, and that he is one o chen hom 
Chziſt came to laue, that he wayteth tod iche 
Crowne of glozte, and is ſure chat nothing: 
can ſeparate him from the lone of God in Jes 
ſus Chꝛʒiſt, as one that was choſe befoꝛe the 
koundation of the worde was lane d. Which 
thing fleſhly men cannat doe, becauſe they 
knowe not what the ſpirite of God meaneth, 
being not regenerate, and fo2 that cauſe ha⸗ 
ting ſo-baſe an heart, ſo vile, c abiect though 
ſinne, that they cannot perſwadethemſelues 
that God loued them ſo well, as to ſaue them 
by the death ot his onely and dearely beloued 
Ilonnte: and that he was ſo liberalſyas to giue 
them paradiſe, vnleſſe they. veſerut it d their! | 
nouns and mite 1 as the _ 

Fa 
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ate haue within them, ſuch a feeling ot ehe 
Jaye:of: God in Chziſt, that they ſes them 
Felnes out of donbt moſt aſſuredly ſaued in 
im and cannot perſwade themſelues that 
hut to whom the father hath ginen all po- 

wer to indge, can pꝛonounce ſentence againſt 
thole his bꝛethꝛen and members fo whom he 
died vponthe Croſſe. Fe 
- This Chuiſtian man hath a certa ine know⸗ Man know 
ledge! by the effeccs which the ſame ſpirit of — himſ 

God bꝛingeth foꝛth in him, that he harh this 5175. 

gilt of faith, fox as ſoone as he cauleth him by the ef. 

though his vertue and mightie wozking to ſectes of 

feele.apeace and vnſpeakeable reſt in his con Gods ſpirix 

ſcience, that appeaſcth, contenteth and latil· in him. 

fieth it, he maynteineth him in a ſpirituall 

toy, increaſeth the ſtupie of good wozkes in 

him, inflameth him in p loue of God, waketh 

him delight in his wozd, & inthe {ame wozve 

to beholde the face of God, gracious, louing, 

and fauourable, with ſuch an aſſurance of his 

grate, that he reiopceth and triumpheth with 

a bolde #chcarefull countenance in the hope 

dfeuerlaſting glozie, in ſo much that he is 

not atrayde to pꝛeſent himſelfe befoze his 

Gov, and call vpon him as his father, with 

| Porfect aſſurance ta ubtaine at his handes 


whacloeuer is neceflarie fo him: which were 
10. F iii impol⸗ 
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impoſſible foz him to do, if be were not mauer 
and enfozced thereunto through. ſome bes- 
uenly and diuine wozking, which lurmoim⸗ 
teth all the fozce and ſtrength that is oztan 
be in man. Foꝛ from whence might this al 
lurance ofthe good will of God pzoceeve;and 
that the man is colde and altogether ſenſe⸗ 
Jeſſe of himſelfe, voyd of al motion oz bent to 
pꝛap to him, could be moued to repayꝛe unto 
bim with luch a confidence, e pet godly not⸗ 
withſtanding, hauing grieuoully offender 
him, were it not through his deuine and hea⸗ 
uenly woꝛzking: which the Chꝛiſtian man 
may eaſily perceiue mozeouer by this. that 
it engendꝛeth in him a lone ok iuſtice, and 
on the other ſid?, a hatred of ſinne, by an alte ⸗ 
ration of affections, . pleaſures and diſplea- 
ſures fo) other then befoze, to witte, ſuch as 
are inallthem,whoſe eyes the pꝛince of this 
wozlde hath blinded, And pet notwithſtan⸗ 
ding trueth it is that he fecleth a tontinuall 
combat ofthe ſpirit and the fleſh in himſelle, 
which hindzeth him from perfecting his 
wozkes, but pet ſo it is, that though ſin dwel 
in him, yet it doeth not reigne in him. Any 
ſuch are the effectes, whereby the Chzitian 
man commeth to the experience and feeling 
ol his kaith. g ſo conſequently of 6 
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Fo? Chꝛiſtian man ſtriueth not to enter 
into the Danctuarie of Gods wiſdome to in 
fozme unelfe ol Gods pꝛedeſtination, and 
ſecret connſell, as ſome raſh headed and moze 
bold then godly wiſe will needs intrude and 
thzuſt in themſelues moſt arrogantly into 
the lecretes of God, finding nothing in the 
ende, but a maze which they are neuer able 
to get out of : fo2 neither is it meete that the 
height of the wiſedome of God ſhould bee 
ſubiect to the ſenſe of man, to ſeeke it out 
euen to his euerlaſtingneſſe. But the Chats 
ſtian being once come to the way of faith, and 
holding himſelfe ſteadfaſtly there, is led from 
ſtep to ſtep, euẽ to the king of heauens cham- 
ber, as S. Auguſtine ſpeaketh, there to bes 
holde the trealure ot his Election, and pet 
fo2 all that doeth not become thereby negli⸗ 
gent and diſſolute, but cleane contrary,doeth 
after that moze diligently applie himſelke to 


Man 1s not 


God, to be his inſtrument of righteouſneſle, g. neg- 
continuing molt reuerently to make his E- ligene by 
lection moze ſteady and ſure by good wozks, knowing 


which * hath pzepared foz his Clect to a0 


oe we mult vnderſtande that this light ** 
which is in the childzen of God, whereby 
thep haue n in thelelues om 
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Toknowin They are Chiiltians, reacheth to nd further 


another 
beſide him 
ſelfe, whe⸗- 
ther he be 
a Chriſtian 
Or NO, 


allurance then of-themſelnes': fox they- art 
not able to knowe aſluredly ofan Sher man 
that that they knowe to be in thertiſtlues; by 
reaſon of that hypocriſie that is naturkilly in 
the heart ok man, wholly — and ſeaſey 
wich a thouland kinde of maſkings; where: 


with He deceincth not onely other men, but 
himlelfe alſo 1 and mozeduer becauſe this 
pꝛiuiledge ol lo nnding mens hearts and knt⸗ 
wing men within, belongeth properly to 
God alone, who hath reſerued to himſelke 
the knowledge of his, as he keepeth them 
cloſe vnder his ſeale,as Saint Paul ſaieth,yea 


at ſuch time as when they doe not as yet ei⸗ 
ther knowe him, oz themlelues, Surely the 
ſicht-of man is too weake to enter lo farre as 
to iudge alluredly whether the ſeede ofthe 
woꝛde of God be rooted deepe enough in any 
mans heart to remayne there. And to 
the ende he ſhould not raſhlp take ſo much 
vpon him, God hath taken a good oꝛder fo 
it, warning vs daily by experience, how karre 
his ſecret iudgments paſſe our tapacitie: 


fo oftentimes we ſee thoſe men bꝛought in 


to the right waye, which ſeemed to vs to be 


vtterly caſt away &lolf childꝛen. As on the 


other lide, we ſee a number ee 
FA (0 


of a Chriſtaa nan 
ſo vs tofkaud very faſt being true, as S. Auꝰ 


hidden counſell of God; there are many 
ſheepe without the Church, e many woes 


an, vnder ax loake of hypocriſie, þ they ſeeme 


of faith, which the Chyifrian hath, which cau⸗ 
ſeth vs, that we can not iudge of them arighe 
as we ſhould, Foz mozeouer and beſise that 
they haue the ſelſeſame name that the other 
haue, and be likewiſe of the ſelfe ſame tom⸗ 
pany, nitke pꝛokeſlion ot one ſelfe ſame doc · 


e lapech That actoꝛding to the ſecret 


with: And indeed there is in a numbet luch 
aliketihoove” and telemblaüntt of aChjilt® | 


to hauetheſvlfe ſame beginmag and groin! - _ 


The hypo- 
: Crifie of the 
falſe Chri. 


crine , receive the ſame Sacraments; they tian hath 
are ſometimes touched wich ſome taſt of great affi- 


the woꝛde of God, and doe reuerence it, yea 
and that ſo karre foꝛth that they thinke. i 
great impiet ie to contemne it and vilpilet 
ad haue mozeouer ſuch a taft of heaut 


giktes, as the Apslehimlelfe witneſſerh by 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrewes;that they ſerme 


both tothemlelues q tootherithat fee them, to 
be no lefle accounted of then the reſt of the 
faithfull.And pet it fallethout ſo in the ende, 
— — —.— to be 1 _ 

en Chziſtians deceiuing them ⸗ 
ile within 


not 


chemlelurs, becauſe they Cane: 


$* nitie with 
the true 


Of the excellencie 


not thꝛougbly examine themſelues in theit 
hearts, no make good pꝛoofe of themſelues 
whether Chꝛilt dwel in them oz no;lacullef 
vanitie is the heart of man. 
The diffe- Foz thus it is, that the ſeede of the woe 
rence be- of God hath not life in them co continue and 
evcene he ywell there without corruption : though it 
counterfeic lt eme to haue taken roote in them, pet it is 
Chriſtian. not liuelp, ſo that. che taſte which they get of 
the goodneſſe of God, is but fo a while, and 
pet that too very confuſed, and very irreſo⸗ 
lute: and in like ſoꝛt, in that t hat God light · 
neth their vnderſtandings and maketh them 
know his grace, it is without ingrauing chat 
true efficacie in them, which is impꝛinted in 
p Chziſtians heart, which they neuer knewe,, 
becauſe they receive not the vertue of the 
Spirite of God in deede, ne haue the true 
cleareneſle of faith but onely to ſerue them 
fo2 greater condemnation, and make them 
voyde of all excuſe. And in that that God en⸗ 
treth into their heartes, it is to no other ende 
but that his bountie and trueth map be kno· 
wen ta them by the ſpirit of vnderſtanding, 
without further communicating with them, 
the Spirit of adoption, And this is the mat · 
ter, why thꝛough want of ablenes to compꝛe⸗ 


ren his vnchangeable will, they 1 4 


ofaChriſbanma 


e |conffaly embꝛate his trueth to baue moze 

then a light and lpknowledge of it,no2 haue 

{ [an earneſt deſire to loue Gon heartily as his 
' | c<ildzen doe. Hereof it followeth, that a man — impoſe 
can no moze know certainly, whether an o- 1e 
cher man be a true Chziſtian oz no, then he true Chri. 
can in a gro und ſowed with divers ſeedes, ſtian before 
knowe one ſeede from another, which ſhall he die. 
ding foꝛth fruit & which hal not, yea though 

it haue alreadie put foꝛt h.yea and that moze 

is, though it be all eared. Therefoze euen 

as Solon ſaid to Creſus Ring of Lydia, that 

Ino man is to be counted happie befoze his 
deathes day, becauſe ot many miſeries & ca- 
lamities which may befal him:euen ſo J ſap, 

chat no one man can know another man thos 

' I rowly to be a Chziſtian, (which is the grea⸗ 

teſt felicitie that is)befo2e the end of his race. 

And fo2 this end and purpoſe Teſus the ſonne | 
of Sirach warneth vs to iudge of no man bes | 
loꝛe his death, becauſe, ſapeth he, that is the = 
time wherein a man ſheweth what he hath s 
bene all his life Icng,Fo2 ſome ſhem euiden t 
tokens, that they were neuer other befo2e 
God but Chziſtians, though while they li 
ued, they neuer made any ſhew of it: other 
ſome, d they were neuer Chꝛiſtians, though 
they made ſhewe of that pꝛokeſlion of a great 


number 


Ofthe-excellends 


nuniber okyeeres:toꝛ witneſſe whereof let u 
take Iudas on thr onerfive;and the thiefe: chu 


was hangen with Chyi on the other. This || 

is a point which we muft-alwayes haue ro |! 

courſe vnito; chat ſuch as God hath choſen | 

be true Chꝛiſttans, ſhalbe:true:Chziſtiang, | 

whac malte and vnbelleft teuer they bet || 

pꝛeſently giuen vnto: and they allo on the o· 

ther fide, of whom he hath::fozeſeene that } 

they halve wicked anvinfivels; (hall be ſuch | 

be they neuer ſo good and or a tone p2ofeſſion } 

at this iuſtant: fo he is a Chꝛiſtian alwates, | 

which hach beene fozeknowen*anv appoint: | 

— bekoze from the beginningto bee a Ehn 

n. 

a chr . So then it appeareth that there is god 

man may Difference betweene that iudgment which | 
be knowen a Chziſtian man may make of himſelle, any 
by the iudg that iudgment which he can make of an o⸗ 
—— ther man, becaule the certelntie of faith re⸗ 
Aud hon: Maineth ſhut vn within, and ſtreteheth not ſo 
"= Ffarre as to be knowne in other, ſeeing that 
the Spirit of God beareth all the elect wits 
nelle of their calling, But as fo2 an other 
man, weknowe not howe to iudge of him, 
ſaue onely by the out warde man, which is 
oftentimes very deceiueable. And pet not- 


withſtanding by rhe Wogment of charts 


a Cliriſtian mia. 

u be ud accent him foz a Chaittian in 
whom we finde, (do farce as the: eyr ot mart 
ix | (able to rexrhe) che ſetde vfthe. nde not 
g | be fruitleJe;:that is to fan, thut the proas 
al ching ofthe Goſpell is not onety'in1w62p,but 
g, | nvertitevfithe Haly Shalf. couſiveringthat 
e | where we ſer the-fignes of ont election as 
4: | Betake.thenychore we hakoartaſion tohope 
well and rot zefraude dup:moighbour: of a 
charifable3friendly;: and: louingiupgnrenc; 
Fo: motnuer and beſide that the mood mai 
ture which ounhr ta be in aEhnif@alnleaveth 
vsto hope well of all men, S. Dan wi 
tothe The ſſalonianis is fo boat ds to aſſur 
them, that their election is al God, [peakingg 
as it were vpon a certaiatio ot Rnomledge 
grounded vpon notable ignes add marken 
of the vertue of the holy Ghoſt, whteh he ſaß 
eth hee lawe in them, by euident elfettes of 
faith, the ca refull and painefull· charſtie to⸗ 
wardes their neighbours, the ſure hope and 
ſteadfaſt continuance in wayting fo2 the mas 
nifeſtation of Jeſus Chziſt, with patience 
which ſurmounteth all wearineſſe boch ol the 
length of time, and all afflictfons of the 
wozlde whatſcener, The like he doth parti⸗ 
tularly in Timothies reſpect, to whome he 
wziteth, That he allureth himleife that faith 

| and 


rere eee 28 


"_— m— 


. Oftheexcellencie: 

and true religion dwelleth in ham, fudging 
fo of the tertaintit ofthe cauſe whieh is hid⸗ 
pen ta al men, bythe apparatiteffectes therot, 
tuen as if it were viſible, And fo we in like 
ſozte, by a charitable iudgment, map tuvge; 
oz at the leaſt, per made our ſelues wel ofour 
d2ethzen, in whom we perceitie like kruites 
and actions of the ſpixite af God, to take ani 
actompt them foꝝ Chriſtians. Fo as wee 
indge by the outwarde mottong of che body, 
that there is a foule in the body ro may we 
— by bis moꝛkes whether the ſpirit of 

be tun d no, ſeeing that euen as the 

Which lineth not idle within mans bo⸗ 
dy;ſheweth it ſelle by that vertue and vigour 
which it diſtributech to the members, and to 
eche part ofthe body: euen ſo the ſpirite of 
God that is in man, is not idle, but ſheweth 
what power it is cf, in the man in whome it 
is: and ſheweth it ſelfe effectually by a cons 
fo2mitie with Chꝛiſt who liueth in him, and 
giueth life co his members which he commu⸗ 
nicateth with them, and powz2eth out vpon 
them by the vertue of his Spirit, which is. 
as you would ſap, the generall ſoule of all the 
childꝛen of God, not reſpecting the ſubſtance, 
but the grace: ſo that, euen as we thinke that 
the graffe is well ioyned to the ſubſtance - 
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| 


of Chriſtian man. 


the tree which it is graffevinto, when we let 
it bing toꝛth fruite out of the: ſame tree, by 
that ſtrength which it receinethof the ſame 
wate: enen ſo wee know that a man is truely 
ingraſted aud made one body with Chꝛiſt, 
when thꝛouggh one ſelt lame fozce of the ſpirit, 
he bꝛingeth fozth kruite inChziff, - 


leſſe they haue Tome. extraozdinarie reuela⸗ 
tion: fo} beit pᷣ we ſindo neuer ſo tuil ſignes 
ind token in am man, what is he that can 
tell wbreher God hath reſerued mercie foz 
him in ſtede oz na, vnto the latter ende ok his 
life, chen h he: haue ſpent it wholely in wic⸗ 
ednes Therefoꝛe ſering in deed it was not 
txpedienc no meete foz vs to haue knows 


enge to diſcerne the one from the other, teſt 


that thereby we ſhould become too colde in 


I charitie towardes all, as we owe to all, as 


I chough all men were our bꝛethzen in Chzitt. 
it is ſufficient that this chaffe ſhall bee ſepa · 


is no other way to knowe a Chꝛiſtian man 


rate; from the cozne at the latter day. So 
then this onely remaineth, that we know dis 
tinctly and particularly, what the operatios 
ofthe holy Ghoſt in man are, becauſe there 


out: 


But as fo2 the knowledge: of a repꝛobate Toknow® 
man, it is a thing ſo ſecret and hidde to men. reprobatg 
that chen can neuer iudge of it certainely, vn - man, 


Oftheexcellencip) 


dat wardly by, hut by them. 
And ſeeing is 5 ſo a8 wehane 79 
Toknove Chultianman; is a mun made anewe crew} 
man by the ture as touching his nature, by a ſeconde 
- outwarde © bY2th,it is enident that that cannot be dene 
effectes of ymleſſe the firſt nature die, and this man put 
— yh off the fleſh, y is toſay bis litſt nature which 
him i chꝛrupt edenthac which we ning with vs 
\, framour mothers wombes; which is calley 
the olde man; Foz he cannot in any miſe be 
capable ofthe kingnome of heattenz:vnleſit 
be be deſtroyed and brought to naught bythe 
ſwowe.of che ſpitite, to the ene that death 
may: make x rin nante ot allthezopregations 
ol che fleſbe, which ſinne wozketþ!an him 
Foxas long as me ate A danιöꝭꝑ u and 
nothing elſe but rmen; we art ſuull ſtaues td 
ſinne that we can doe nothing hun ſtunt uri 
r he made new men zofchrfitit 
man, and haue paſled by meanes ut che com: 
Mortifica- municationotthe death df Chaaſttorthe pat? 
non and trfeipation ofhis life. Theſe:twopdinces, to 
SantUinc3- wit, Wontification,.andUiutfioation; which 
dennen em nat be lepurate the one from the ther; 
effectes of are aut ot daubethe chieteſt gpetations of the 
che ſpirit of Holy Shoſt in a Chꝛiſtian man: ſa that, euen 
Sod ina ag Chzilt died to deſtroy ſinne, paſſing by 


Criſtian, peach to euerlaſting life, in has fle wich 


.ofa Chriſtian man. 
de tooke ol vs: euen ſo this man is dead in 
himſelfe, and renued to a better life, accom⸗ 
with meete and conuenlent wozkes 
fo2 it: ſuch as may witneſſe that he is a true 
member ti C hiſt, by caſting downe of him⸗ 
ſell, ol his own wildome g reaſon, and all his 
affettioums and paſſions, which caſting down 
A himſelfe pꝛoceedeth from a liuely taſte and 
feeling ol the good neſſe ok our heauenly Fas 
ther whereby man is knowen to be Gods 
rhilde, aun inheritour of all his bleſſings;fox 
this caunot be, but foꝛthwith his vyle, bales 
carnall and earthly affections vaniſh away E 
become dend in him, by reaſon of the great 
light of faith; which darkeneth and putceth 
oucall the falſe light of our coxrupe nature. 
"- Therefore a Chziſtian man doeth then in 
deede ſhcwhimſelfe to be a right Chꝛiſtian. 
when the death of Chꝛiſt, which hath a cer⸗ 
taine fozce iu it to expel and caſt out the wic⸗ 
kedneſle of aur fleſhe, and his reſurrection, 
whereby there is rayled vp in vs the fate ani 
rondit ion of a better nature, ſhew their fruice 
in him, as by Baptiſme we are made parta⸗ 
kers of this grace. o that all knowledge of - 
Jeſus Chzt8, that hath not this vertue ta 
follow it, is naked and bare, and all baptiſme 


her me or nothing pes 


Of the excellence 

'fo2 there commeth no man to Chzitt, oz it 

'receiued into the grace of Chꝛiſt, but the ef- 

ficacie oł his death appeareth in him, and bea* 

rech about a ſhewe and coken of it in him by 
moꝛtiſicat ion of the fleſh, and quickening of 

The ſpirite; as hauing paſſed out ok this firſt 
nature, into pᷣ nature of Chꝛiſt by a ſpirituall 

rene wing, which ſhewech it ſelfe by framing 

the courſe of our life anew, wherein who ſo 

is foꝛmoſtſheweth that he hath pꝛoſited moſt 

in the knowledge of God: And we map not 

chinke that the benefitte of che beath und re⸗ 
Farrection'of Jeſus Chꝛiſt belongech to am 

other, ſaue orielp to them whichſhew fozth a 

new life e of a right affection ot heart, ſome 

Cooner, ſome later, giue themſelues to holy- 

Reſle 4 cleanneſſe, wherein ffandeth'the band 
 &fcheconiiftiction chat is betweene God and 

Vs, and the certaine badge aud marke of a 

Chꝛiſtian man, whereby the childꝛen of God, 

as S. Iohn ſapeth, are knowen from the chil 

dꝛen ok the deuill. | 

Holines of F which cauſe, Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſpeaking of 
lite is a this fanctiſcation to his Apoſtles, as ofa true 
marke of a marke whereby his ate knowen, laide, chat it 
Chriſtian. is the wedding gatment, where by as by the 
bꝛidegromes cloth and liuerp, thoſe that are 

binden to the mariage kealt areknowen — | 
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muſt alſe nee des be in him: fox by it, it is tha 


efaClyiflian mn 
pole, that without this cleanneſſe na man can 


ite God no) he toyued to bim to cleauetaſtco 
hint. Ang it is impoſſible toꝛ y ſpirit of avops 


tube in one, but the ſpirit of ſanctificatis 


the faithful are called Saintes, are ſanctiſied 
dwade holy of God, confecrated q ſet apart 
pzophane & cõmon pſe, #{eparated from 
al earthly filchines# defiling ofche fleſh as 
veſſls,garwents,temples,7 ſweecefinelling 
ſacrifices were, which might not be applied 
eoanpoſher vſe, bus that that was holy g des 
Ric ate rothe gloꝛie of God, Fo2 it is meete Þ 
then chat are lighteued with the doctrine of 
ſalyation, ſhould ſhewe themlelues an other 
ſozt or men, then they that walke after the vas 
nitie ot their owne bzaines, being quercoues 
red wich darknes, hecauſe they neuer felt any 
— of trueth: lo that to ſinde an holy man 
n deed / which is the Chꝛiſtian man) we need 
not ſeeke him in an hermitage oz delert, oz An hol 
in ſome cloſe place that is walled about, ſepa- mas, 
rate from the conuerſation and common life 
of men, either in garments, meate, ceremoa 
nies,02 what other obſcruation ſoeuer of coꝛ⸗ 
ruptible things, and other fozme of holineſſe 
Bene by eng wich a hine of m_—_— 
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Oftheextellerteis 
in kuperckition and ümblenelle ol lpitit am 
rontempt ot the bod vnder acloake of fathed 
Nate rhe rect wee ofthe hop ES 
hs 
Which tranſfonieth fotos" into — 
ich he hath himlelle un krameth heintn 
ſach wiſe ts new thoughtbs and u 
that we may wel laß chey are other chen they 
Were befvje, aß widught in his knvutevge 
1285 1 image that — 
Which thing appeareth not onely with 
an inwart aripificuall feeling of a 
— nfcienee cleanſed from wicked'afecs 
tioas;alliffed'theretinto'withaſeareof:Gavj 


and faith, and hope, and patlence,andrſitdra» 
tion: Unt allo withorit through a continuall 
0 . of all ſuperſfition, 
whic {tft lellen 02 darken che glozieof 

ag that to other which is pzdper 


£0 js big ITE peace t ioy ol conſcience, 
meekene kenes,xo odnes vpꝛight dealing, iuſtice; 


bernelle, — and other kruites ol 
the fpirite, contrarie to the fruites ok the 
fleſh, which are, vncleanneſle,filthines wola 
trie ſectes, hereſies, dilloluteneſle enimitles, 
ſevitions,outrages, murders, theftes, and o⸗ 
ther ſuch like, which are contrarie to bꝛother⸗ 


Ip charitte, which Jelus Chzilt telleth _= 


ofa QAxiſtian men, 

onvther-marke and token, whereby they 2 

xe bis are marked and knowen to be his d — 
ciples: not onelp by a common loue towards Chriſtians 
Amen, as all men are one fleſh, and all crea⸗ 

ted and faſhioned to the image of. God, but 

alſo hy a ſpeciall 15 mutua loue the one to⸗ 

warpes the other, ſo much the moze 17 — 


and pꝛecile, by bame much the image, of God 
ſhineth moe elcatelp in them, n he hath 
pefq2e regenerate, 

And therefoze as by moztifyin ofhi imlelk, 
pChiltian man foꝛgetteth himlelfe + what- 
ſoeucr is about him, to liue inGopyreferring 
the partes of his life to him, as to their onely 


end, without further ſearch-ot things that 
pleaſe himſelfe, but ſuch: prely: as. pleaſe 
bim, and as he well liketh of foz the aduances 
e eee any a by his wap any of 
fest ot moxtification, be caſteth off al conſide 
ration of himſelfe, and layeth nd al fethly 
affection to giue himſelf wholly to his neighs 
bour, and p2eferreththe pzofi bis ic 
pour; befoze-anp xelpect of hin 


— * E wee that A differfce 
moi tall men berweene 


— paß; deln ef 


Se an our ſelues. 
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Ofthe excellencie 
| eoferke his owneppofiteaiid guine:? Aicher 


is there any moze agreement between them 


then is betweene fire and water, foz the loue 
of dut ſetnes keepeth all our 'fenſes-[6/tvef{ 
occupied; that this Chiiftian' and bꝛötherly 
loue is wholly baniſhed, And therefozc'$; 
John: ſapeth plainly; Chat al they that haue 
a right feeling of it, kn we that they are pal 
ſed from death to like; and they Gat haue na 
teeling ol it remaine in death, that is to ſapey 
they that are not regenerate, ' 

And in veeve; the boniveof perlecrion ton⸗ 
ſikech in lolte, koz lone is che marke and ende 
whereat the lawe ſhooteth, and wherem the 
ende of ſanctification ſtandetb, as whertbye⸗ 
nery one of vs hath to witneſſe to the woꝛlde 
what loue we beare to God, whom we lout 
in our bꝛethꝛen. Conſidering hat this file 
is ſo fapned x coupled with the loue of Bon 
that it can in no wiſe be ſepatate from it, be. 
rauſe it pꝛoceedeth from the loue ol God, as 
rhe effect krom the taule: and in this it is, te 
bee trein anveth che right tule or 


ute, whereby the Chrickkan denkt emetg un 


his acti 


„and moderat right vero 
28 7ök God, An — 
heh? by it, vets 


Wugyls' eee 


— nit 
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ofa Chriſtiau man. 
it. nothing elſe but a winde that puffeth men 
vy with pꝛide and vanitie, and a vapne pain⸗ 
ting oz vnpꝛoſitable ſound, chat is to ſaye, a 
thing of not hing, and that moze is, a ſtinking 
and abhominable thing befoze God. 

And therefoze we muſt not thus thinke A chr. 
of a Chziftian man, that he is a man with; ſtian man 
dꝛawen aſide from all other men, liuing in a — | 


1 f eth | 
ſolitarie place, oz ſo delicate to a contems himſelf | 


platiue life, as they call it, as that thereby he om dong 
is diſtract from ſuch actions of conuer lation, 


AS are behoueable and neceſſary fo2 the in» . 
tertainment of the ſocietie of men: Seeing 
that men are bozne one fo2 another, to com⸗ 
municate one with another fo2 the maintei⸗ 
nance of the ſocietie ot mankinde, and not to 
bereaue our neighbours of that duetie wee 
owe them. ik we will not be taken foꝛ theeues 
-befoze God: Conſidering that we were not 
placed here in this wozld,toliue ſolitarily as 
wilde and byuite beaſtes, but to liue amongſt 
tompanie, and to make other men parcakers 
of that which Gop hat h beſtowed vpon eche 
t bs, and there is nothing. wherein men are 
[(aid ta fallowe God ſo much in, as in em⸗ 
loving them ſelues charicably one foꝛ ana- 
: pzofit.of one an other, as in deede 
chat vertus is the beſt of all, that is:pzotitas 
It S tit x ble 


Of che excellence 
ble to the moſt. 12 | 
The Chri- Therefoze the Chꝛiſtian, is a man that 
uam man bath daily conuerſation with other men, that 
Riablelke co applieth bimlelfe indifferencly to all condi 
euery trade t ions and trades of lite, whereunto hefindeth 
of life, both himſelfe rightly called, and therein employ⸗ 
Priuate and ęth himſelfe faithfully to the p2ofit ofthe ſos 
publique. cietie ofmankinde, whether it be in reſpect 
ok a pꝛiuate life and the dealings thereunts 
belonging, oꝛ in regarde of thechmon weale, 
which is to be followed without his owne 
The pri- houſe : So that as a ſonne he renv2eth the 
nate ſtare, dutie of obedience and ſubiection to his ka⸗ 
I.)her and mother, and hel pech them as much 
as he can: as a ſeruant, he ſheweth himlelle 
ſeruiceable to his maſter, æ diligent to pleaſe 
him, as of a free and willing heart, ſeruing 
God and not man: as on the other ſide, it he 
be a maſter he entreateth his ſeruants gent · 
ly, and is not too rigo2ous and churliſhe to- 
wards them hauing alwapes au eye to God, 
as to the Loꝛd and Mater of al: aud it he be 
a Father he vſeth his chien loulugix and 
gently as is meete foꝛ their porſons;trapnerh 
vp and fraineth their ur van gde ma⸗ 
ners and lat, ithe be a hul bam te renv2eth 
that beneuolence, chat is dus undo wis wife, 
fo} we map not thinke, W 
, : 
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the number ofthoſe, which fozſake the re⸗ 
medie that God hath eſtabliſhed fo2 auoiding 
of foznication,and will needs vpon an headi⸗ 
neſſe ouercome the neceſſitie of nature, rachiy 
aſſuring themſelues that God will helpe the, 


which he pꝛomiſeth to none but to them that 


walke in his wayes , ne giueth the gifce of 
continencie at all times to all men, 
Mozeouer the o2der a frame of an houſe- 
holve, is ſo well perceiued in the hauſe ofa 
Chꝛiſtian. that he himlelfe as Paſtour of his 
familie inſtructeth ic diligently in the 1915 
of God, and keepeth it in good and godlie 
tipline by continuall excerciſe in godlineſle, 
So that in his houſe, you ſhall linde the chat 
wie, the ſhamelaced, plaine, and modeſt wife, 
decked without as ſhe is within, no painted 
no2 maſked thing, renpzing true oheience- 
toher huſband, and haying an eve pon EE 
familie, her ſeruants, her childʒen i the 
ſter, father, and hu bande every. we hs 
degree. employing bimfelfe ſyucere 1 
duetir and office, - appzeuing his. ee 
befoze God. 300 CIT one wn 
Num as fox other-dfFjcep dealings whic 
are: — matters, and are tl 
at infexiour 
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himlelfe willingly to them, as to Gods ondi⸗ 
nantes, whole minde is by this oder, to go⸗ 
nerne the woꝛlde and keepe the ſtate ol man⸗ 
kinde in peace and tranquillitie, papeth them 
their tributes and dueties, and \nbmitterh 
bimſelke freely and frankely to obep their 
lawes and commaundements not onelp fo2 
neceſſities ſake,becauſe he cannot reſiſt them 
without danger of being puniſhed fo2 it, but 
alſo foꝛ conſcience ſake, bound to voe it by the 
wozd of God, He honoureth the miniſters a 
Paſfours of the Church, as Gods meſſen⸗ 
gers, and ſheweth himſelfe ready and frames 
able to their teaching, frequenteth the holye 
allemblies,and vſeth all meanes he can, that 
are p2ofitable to nouriſhe and maintaine the 
ſeruice of God. And againe, as ſuperiour any 
placed in higher rome abone-other, he hath 
a tar to execute his charge faithfully, to de · 
kend the good, puniſh the wicked, as al power 
and authoꝛitie ot man, is bound to ſerue the 
commoditie-and pꝛolite ofthe lubiects. Ar he 
be a Paſtour, he miniſtreth the woe obs or 
ant be E marreth not the doctrine of Cal 
ö ol ehoyes nin his e, anin⸗ 
the peopls boch in godd doctrine g 
flife, and vlurpeth na rule 
zannous Loplings ries bis 


ae 
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ofa Chriſtian man 
+ | lowes no! infertours, but ſeeketh the com? 
wiodiitte and pzofiteof. all them that he hath: 
So then thecondition of all men is this 
that they are mutually bound dne tu ang: bers os 
ther; ſo that none of vs may exempt himlelfe 111 
fion lubiection, and theretfoze-wherefoetter' tie, here i: 
there is loue of one toward another, there is. alſo mutual 
ano interchangeable ſeruice. The higheſt ſeruitude. 
Ninigs aud JPzinces that are, are not exempt 
kon it, Foz God hath placed them in pꝛee⸗ 
minence to ſerue as the members af. the bo⸗ 
die, what pꝛeeminence and pzerogatiue ſoe< 
uer the one hath ouer: the other, pet not with⸗ 
ſtanding ſerne one another, vſing ſuch pow⸗ 
tts as God hath put in them, to the p2ofite of. 
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body. re f 
30 AinfovthiscaufacheChufrianmaniath ThaChaur 
Sib 4992s alwapes bait vpon his.vocationt; ag as: | 
ohe p2motple and ground whereby: to go: Keth. | 
wenedh:wneifearigyraeceffaric in all things waysvte-id || 
tsUbepe chorinhe wape;; taketh heeve he: dae bis calling 
net dheebietouſly; ants valbly.take; vnon him 
munguud fans zy rhanges and offices tog 
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Of che excellencie 
ling will beare and medleth nat raſhly wich 
thole things which da nathing concerne him, 
but contenteth himlelfe with his pꝛelent can; 
dition, whatſoeuer it bee, whether great 02 
mall. riche 02 pooze, honourable 92 bale, hee 
foloweth it, # continueth in it-conffantly,and 
paſſechnothis.bounds,noz changeth it with; 
out tuff cauſe. Foꝛ his affections are ruled, 
and he bꝛidleth his nat urall & inozdinate de⸗ 
fires which couet commonly moze ehen man 
hath, meaſuring his lufficieucie by the wilof 
God which hee knoweth by that that befals 
lech him: and taketh all as from him, and by 
his pꝛouidente, whereunto he refer reth the 
whole conducte of himſelfe, and whatſoever 
concerneth him, fo that he will doe nothing. 
no} take ought vpon him of his owne heave; 
but asa ſimple toole and iuſtrument ſubmice 
tech himſelfe to the coopurt ol his maſter and 
wozkeman, who is the Loꝛd of all. 0 
u Chi- Aivrherefoze tu what ſtate ſoeuer be linde 
— — — — 
tent with be | Det 
Ned. it were, in an euen dalante, Paving: 
8 —— 
j v 6 
eaſily feanieth himſelſe tos bande a bimtelfa 
alter ons Lazte eee, 
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an bim in this pꝛeſent life, making nothing 
„o greste acompe of earthly and cranſitozie 
8 ſhotee, che Chyiſin 
nd p. be ſhoꝛte, the 
| | man; is a velſſel ot honour, lauctiſten to euery — — 
— and a man that walketh after Chriſtiau. 

e ſpitit, and not after the fleſh, and as Jeſus 
Chiittſayth,that bꝛingeth foꝛth goon thing 
Jeu ot the treaſure ot his heart and ſpirituall 
bertue that is in him. Foz he is the good troe 
which is knowen by his good frutte it begs 

rech. And a man cladde with the garment of 
Acht, that walketh honeſtly as at midday inn 
al mens eyes, being a patterne of good 
wojkes,and a lampe lightened with the ſpi⸗ : 
cot God, that ſhineth in the varkenes of the 
Wold by pureneſſe of life, in hom there is 
not one piece 02 poꝛtion o his life, but peldeth 
good and ſweere ſauour ot holines and laue 
td che glozie o God, and pꝛoſite of his neigh⸗ 
hour, whether we marke his talke, which is 
pyoudzed with kalt, accoꝛdingly as th e wojde 
o/ dwellethplentifully in hint. and with 
lutha grace, that he is able to dꝛam his heas 
ters by realdn ot the com modit ie and pꝛolite 
that commeth by his talke, either to his ma⸗ 
deſt behauiour, being very mecke and graue, 


N to his actions mhich tende (o norſing:bot 


Of the excellericie 
tu gondnes &houeltie befaze men, labouring 
y his gon conuerſation tocdifie almen 
«the aduantement of their ſaluation. And; all 
this he.docth, becauſe be feeleth within hin 


, Celfe, that he is called toſohigh a degree. f 


honour as to be the childe of God which my 
zueth him with great earnsftnes, and zeale of 
ſpirit to do an infinite ſoꝛt of good wozks 
the gloztovf God, and ta frame bimlelbe to le 
manered and faſhionen ag bechmett e 
aſtate as he is plactd in. 19 200 
And thaugh cheſe markes way fe 6 
be ſufficientto knowe a true Chꝛiſtian by, 
pet notwithſtanding beſide thoſe markes of 
:holineſſeand charitie , -there is che marke of | 
«the croſſe,farre moze apparant and tobe per 
reiued in the fight ok man, £0: * vs mox 
(plainelp that the knowing of a Chꝛiſtian ni 
zſtandech in che moꝛtiſication of the outwary. 
man outwardly, as the fozmey did in the inf] | 
warde matt, And yet both the one and the off 
ther pꝛoteede out of one head, which is ex 
Lela wchip we haue with Chziſt, which cu 
»not be eparate fx the croſſe. Foꝛ this cault 
-thedoctrine ofthe Goſpcll ts called the won 
of the eroſſe; becauſe the woplde doeth f 
the moſt part hate it, as the wildome ol ma 


&'wholely contrary to the ee v 


ofa Chriſtian man, 
the one ſetking Gods glozie, the other, the 
glozie of the fleſh,which is ſo much the moze 
enemy to the ſirſt, becauſe plight ofthe Goſs 
pel diſcouereth the darknes of it, & the truth 
'of the Golpel makethmanikeſt and b2jugeth 
to light the errours and lies of the fleſh. Any 
becauſe the wozlv nonnot endure it, and ſeeth 
that it cannot maintaine it ſelfe in credit. bp 
'P way of truth & peace, it ſtriueth to doe it by 
the way of lying, cogging, and violence, as it 
is in deer a lier c murderer; ſo that they thae | 
are actompted and taken foz the wileſt, the = 
diſcreteſt, ot᷑ greateſt power and holineſle, are 
ſometimes the firſt chat bande themſe lues 
againſt the truethof God, as they that feele ö 
themlelues moſt grieued. And therefoze the 
Je wes did moze hainoully a great deale per⸗ 
ſecute Chziſt then the Gentiles, and amongſt 
them the Phariſecs and high Pꝛieſtes moze 
then the common people: and ſo at this dap, 
the chiefeſt among the falſe Chziſtians and 
mẽbers of Antichzift, are enimies to Chiiff, 
mote then other, ſo that the ſaying of S. Paul 
is founde true in all times, That they which | 
are after the fleſhe, alwayes perſecute them, | 
that are after the ſpirite, Fo2thoughthep | 
doe not impziſon all, noz baniſhe all, noz | 
confiſcate all Chzillians goods, no} ome | 
„he dd | 
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Al, ao behead all,nozhang al. yet at the leaſt 
wiſe, there are fewe that (cape their ſcoffes 
* and mockes, therr reutles and tauntes, their 

gualhing of teeth arid ſhaking their heads at 

chem. F o2 this is a ſure ſaying andwozthie 
ro be reteiued, that all that will line faiths 

Tok in Jeſus Chin, muſt ſuffer porſecus 

Tis 

nds, - Sothat allrhe childzenof Gov bane this 

1 tonditton layd vpon them, to beare the croſle 

Chriſtian I0f CThziſt, as men apointto to it, u the will 

is to — "of the heauenly Father, who hath necreed 

the croſſe. this with himſelte to oblerue this o2zder and 
meanes in goucrning his childꝛẽ that he wil 
"exerciſe themin this life with diuers croſſes; 
and fz that cauſe Jefus Chaift hindſelfe the 
Ader bzother was conſecrate by afflictions, 
and ſo entred into che pꝛeterment ofſatuati- 
on. And ſo muſt all chey that foſlowe him, 
beare the ſame liuerie and connifance vpon 
them, as he himſclte ſhewed plaine enough, 
 ſaping to his Apoſtles, Na man can be ſaide 
' fo be bis diſciple, but he that takerh vp his 
croſle efolloweth him. And in an other place, 
That the childzen of God ſhalbe knowen 
rd other by this, chat the wozlde ſhall hate 
them, as he was hated firſt. And in deede if 


we looke upon rr al our 
faith, 


— 


— 
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of a Chriſtian man. 

faith, which is a ſufficient example fo? vs, ſo 

that we neede not alleage any other, we may 
ſee that the pzomile of adoption was no ſo⸗ 

ner made him, but hee was by and by com. 
maunded to depart from his houle, and foz⸗ 
ſake his parentes, his owne countrie, and 

other commodities, to be a pilgrime and a 
fkranger vpon the earth, ſubicct to a perpe⸗ 
tuall kinde ofcroſſe, And ſurely that man can 
not haue a certaine pꝛooke within himſelke, 
that he is a Chꝛiſtian, that is vnwilling to be 
ſubiect to this ſtate and condition, which the 
maſter and head, x Loꝛd of al, was willingly 
ſubiect to, foꝛ vs all, and who is a liuely pas 
terne fo2 vs to follow. 

. Fox the free adoption, wherein conſiſteth 
mens ſaluation, connot be ſeparate frõ Gods 
euerlaſting decree, which hath made all his 
childꝛen ſubicct to beare the croſſe: and be- 
cauſe there ſhalbe none inherit our of heauen, 
which is not firſt made like to the only (on of 
God, F02 as he hath the cbiefeſt e beſt place · 


amongſt all the chilvzen of God, as amongft 


men, the eldeſt ſonne beareth the name ofthe 
houſe: ſo is he appointed to be their paterne, 
by whom they muſt be framed as it were by 
line and ſquare, to the ende they refuſe nos 
thing which he was . vnto: and that 2 


Abraham 


El paterne 
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ſtians. 


onfor- 
mitie to 
Chriſt by 


the croſſc. 


A differẽce 
betweene 
the croſſe 


ſtians, and 


ctoſſes. 


the worldly 
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ſo doing, they may euery one in his place, bee 
ioyned and coupled together with their head, 
who is placed in the higheſt degree, not onely 
to be aboue all, but alſo to holde all them that 
are coupled together with him vnder one ſelf 
ſame marke of bꝛotherhoode and honour. And 
as kings and pꝛinces of this wozld, haue 
their honours and pꝛapſes, wherewtth they 
crowne thenoble and valiant actes of their 
ſouldiers : ſo this ſoueraigne king and pꝛince 
Jeſus Chʒiſt honoureth the with his marks, 
whom he vleth in matters of great weight, 
to the ende they map appeare glozious with 
him aboue the reſt. 

Dereby it appeareth, how farre this marke 
of the crolle which is pꝛoper to the Chꝛiſtiãs 
differeth from that which al the wozld taſteth 


ofchechri- of, ſeeing the caſe ſtandeth ſo, that there is no 


man canſap,y he is exempt from miſerie, at- 
fliction, trouble in this like. Foz where as 
the other which all men taſte of, is a ſigne of 
p curſe of God top wicked, this croſſe which 
is ſanctiſied of God:is a ſigne of bleſſing, and 
wholeſome fo2 them that beare it. therefo2e 
they ſhould be deceiued that ſhould thinke. p 
they wich ſuffcr in this warfare againſt ſin, 
ſhould be thought to ſuffer fo ſinne, as the 
wozldlings do in their 0 

| at 
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that by this croſle, God pꝛocureth the ſalua« Cod pro- 


tion of his people, vſing it as an inſtrument x 


help fit fo2 the aduancing of regeneratiõ be. 


cureth our 
ſaluation 
by the 


gun in them, both to beate down the fooliſh c croge, 


vaine confidence of the fleſh, and to bzeake in 
pieces the vaile of hypocriſie, which is natu⸗ 
rallp1n it, æ alſo to bzidle his intemperancie. 
Fo2 the whole nature of man is ſo pꝛone to 
boaſt it ſelfe pꝛoudly # pzeſumptuouſly of his 
vertue & ſufficiencie, ↄᷣ it is needfull to ſhewe 
him his krailtie, as it were with the finger & 
befoze his eyes, to the end he may behumbley 

and bꝛought to a moze true and certayne 

knowledge of himlclfe by a liuely feeling of 
bis keeblenes, x learn to cal fo2 ſtrength from 

the Loꝛd, as Ionas did, ſaying, J remembꝛed 

the Loꝛd when my ſoule was in anguiſh; and 
Dauid, when J was in tribulation, J cryed to 
the Loꝛd: fo2 it fareth ſo wich men, as it dos 


eth with the lea, which would be infected and Aena 


ſtink, ik it were not troubled with the winds? ſon ot man 
ſo would men bee naught, if they were not — the 


ſometimes toſſcd with afflictions, 


And therefoze as the wozldly croſſe ſerueth Th 


e croſſe 


the wozld fo2 a witnes of his condemnation, ech for 


ſothis croſſe being ſanctifted is an aſſurance a certaintie 
and certaintie to the elect of their election, of our clec- 
adoption,x felowſhip 1 with * tion. 
D. [ 
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the reſt of his afflictions being accompliſhey 


in them,. as members and part ot him. Fo as | 


Chꝛiſt ſuffered once in himlelle, ſo ſuffereth 


Tefus chriſt he daily in his members, as the head ſuffereth 


fuffer eth in 


with the partes of the bodie. And ſo his mem⸗ 


his mem» bers are made like to him by the lame triall 


bers 


God ta- 
ke ch no 
plcaſure in 
The afflicti- 
onsof his, 
but chaſti ; 
ſeth them 
Tor their 
Profite. 


— U-ucc/ | 


of obedience, with ſuch a grace, that moꝛeo⸗ 
uer and beſide they are quite  erempt from 
thoſe paines which all men deſerue generally 
fo: their ſinnes, they are honourably marken 
with the markes and badges ok his ſonne, foz 
that the father appointed they ſhould be afs 
flicted fo2 his name. And whereas he might 
by good reaſon haue made them ſuffer moze 
crieuouſly, yea as ſhamefull chieues,murde- 
rers,robbers, and euill doers, he maketh the 
Cuffer as innocents, laping vpon them the 
perſon ot his ſonne, and cauleth them to ſuffer 
fo2 his ſake. 

And though notwithſtanding al this, they 


be ſubiect to al miſeries which al men taſte of | 


indifferently, both good and euil, yea c wozſe 


puniſhed then other, inſomuch that if a man | 
would compare the ir afflictions with other | 
mens, a man would thinke there were none 
ſo bad as they, and that God doeth(as a man | 


would ſap)ſpare the wicked in compariſon of 


n 
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ofa Chriſtian man. 
we may mot thinke God taketh a pleaſure 
in their toꝛments, and as ſome pꝛophane mE 
lap, that he maketh but a ſpoꝛt and paſtime of 
it whe he ſo afflicteth men, hauing caſt of the 
care and pꝛouidence ot mens affaires. But on 
the contrarie ſide, becauſe God iudgeth the 
wozld aright, ſo that no man can eſcape his 
bandes without puniſhment, he moderateth 
and compaſleth his iudgments in ſuch ſozt, 
that he winketh at many lewde turnes which 
the wicked commit, as though he ſaw them 
not, and in the meane ſeaſon cozrecteth his 
childꝛen, as ſoone as they make a fault, any 
the reaſon is, becauſe he hath a care of them to 
bzing them into the right way, purpoſing ta 
make his pꝛouidence eſpecially knowen in 
the gouernement of his Church, and ſo vſctly 
bis arme towardes it, that by the way he gi⸗ 
neth vs to vnderſtand,he hath a katherly care 
of vs. and pꝛouideth fo2 the ſaluation of his 
Church, 
And truelp if amongeſt men there be no 
father, of ſounde and right iudgment, but 
will chaſkice his childꝛen, becauſe without 
corectionhe is not able to bʒing them to anp 
good point: howe ſhall God, who is a moſt 
gracious & wile father fozilacke a remedie 
that is lo — 
i 


Of the excellencie 


he vleth in luch ſozte, that whereas he punf* | 
ſheth and tudgeth the wozld, e ſheweth him⸗ 
ſelle aſeuere and angry iudg againſt the kro⸗ 
ward, he ſheweth himſelfe gracious c gentle 
towards his. Foz by this meanes, be meas 
neth to giue all men ſome litle caſte of that 
which he wil ſhew plainly in the latter dap, to 
wit, that he is the iudg of the woꝛld, e loueth 
iuſtice in deede, and hateth vniuſtice deadly, | 
both to make the vnbeleeuers ſo much p moze 
inexcuſahle, and alſo fo2 the great pꝛoſite and 
commoditie of the kaithtull, to whom he pꝛo⸗ 
teſteth. that he doth not puniſh them ko any 
hatred he beareth them, but contrariwiſe be⸗ 
cauſe he loueth them, to amende them by al⸗ 
flictions which are the fruites of ſinne, and 
caule them to runne moe keruently to his 
grate, hauing once felt in the croſſe what che | 
anger of God is, lo that whereas the wicked 
are ouerwhelmed with the feareful toꝛments 
which they ſuffer , the Chꝛiſtian by being 
made partaket of the ſanctification of Chyift, 
thoꝛowe the croſle, hath an entrance into the 
toycs of heauen, & euerlaſtingltfe wich him. 
And bp this wap it is that God will pzoue 
euery mans faith, whether it be built vpon a 
ſure rocke oz no, whether theſecd of the won 
be kallen vpon 12 8 ground, and whether the 

| doctrine 
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doctrine ofthe Goſpell which men haue re⸗ 


ceiued, be golde, ſiluer, and pꝛecious Cones, 


0} whether i it be hay & ſtubble, which the fire 


of tribulation conſumeth and b2zingeth to 


nought. Foꝛ if we make lo great accompt of 


golde which is but a metal, chat we will try 


it in the fire, to make it pleaſe vs the better, 
what maruaile is there, if God trie the faith 


of his childzen after the ſame ſoꝛte, to the end 


that when we are once well purged from the 


dꝛegges and filthe of incredulitie which res 
mapneth in vs, and are purifted in the foznace 
ok diners afflictions,and ſo melted as it were 
ane we, our faith map be of like accompt bes 
fofoze him, 


And ſurely it will be as eaſte to knowe a 


Chꝛiſtian from an hypocrite by this triall of 
affliction, as it is to know a piece of gold fro 
- a piece of bꝛaſſe, when they come both to the 


anuile , &-to be ſtriken with the hammer: fox 


- bzaſſe will not be handled, but when it coms 
- meth to the beating, it bꝛeaketh, and maketh 


a ſharpe dinne and yꝛkeſome: and gold ſoun- 


deth ſweetely, x is plyable, you may ſtretche 
it out both in length and bꝛeadth in thinne 


and fine leaues as pou liſt : euen ſo when an 
hypocrite cometh betweene the anuilc e the 
A of affliction, he bꝛaſteth wich impa- 

I litt tience, 


The croſſe 


Of the excellencie 
tience, he murmureth, cryeth out, and lamen⸗ 


Jiſcouererh teth in blalphemies againſt God: wheras the 


the falle 
Chriſtian, 


The profit 
of the 
croſſe. 


Chꝛiſtian pꝛayſeth God, giuech him thinkes, 
and layeth out his heart, ſubmitting himſelke 
willingly vnder the Loꝛds hand that ſtriketh 
him. Againe, by this exerciſe, God exerciſeth 
the faithkull to contemne this like, e ſtirrech 
them vp, to thinke vpon and deſire the life to 
come, by dꝛawing them away by litle & litle, 
from the fooliſh and immoderate lone of this 
woꝛld, daſeled with a vaine ſhew of ſleſhlp E 
tranſitozie things: and mozeouer to toyne 
the together with his ſonne in the felowſhip 
of the croſle, that as he paſſed thꝛough a bots 
tomleſſe pit ofmiſeries to enter into heauen⸗ 
Iy clozie, ſo ſhould they alſo come thither by 
divers tribulations, herein honouring them 
inmaking them ſuffer perſecution fo2 righs 
teouſneſſe ſake, that is to ſay, fo2 the defenſe 
of his trueth againſt the lies of Satan, oz to 


maintaine all iuſt cauſes,that they may be in 


like ſoꝛt renowmed as his ſonne was here in 


this woꝛlde, and though mote ſufferance of 
miſeries wherein he maketh his giftes and 
graces appeare which he beſtowed vpon the, 


be ſo much the moꝛe confirmed in that felow⸗ 
ſhip. which they haue with him, to the ende 
they may be notozious fox his glozy,and 2 


of a Chriſtian man. 
fit of his Church, which is by this meanes 
obediently gouerned. 

But the chiefeſt thing that is to be conſts 44 
dered in this point, and is indeede the chops — 
ſeſt piece of Excellencie that is tobe found in Cheat 
a Chziſtian that ſuffereth foꝛ Chꝛiſts ſake, is man appes 
this, that where all men are naturally afraid, reth vnder 
& are ſad and penſiue when any aduerſities che croſſe, 
befall thẽ, murmure againſt God, curſe their 
life, fall out to banning againſt heauen and 
earth, de teſting their ſtate as miſerable, the 
Chꝛiſtian very quietly c contentedly beareth 
patiently whatſoeuer befalleth him, not that 
he is ſo voyd of ſenſe,that he feelechno grieke. 
v2 affliction were not ſharpe and y2zkſome to 
him, c very hard to beare,(fo2 if it were others 
wiſe, how couldhe be patient if he feele nos 
thing) but becauſe the croſſe of Chꝛiſt hath 
this pꝛopertie, that being accompanied with 
the vertue of pholy Ghoſt, which ſweetneth 
the ſharpeneſle & bitterneſſe of all afflictions, 
it engendꝛech peace c meekeneſle inthe heart 
ofthe Chꝛiſtian, and alſo thankeſgiuing, foz 
a ſingular benefit receiued of God & cauſeth 
him euen in the middes of the greateſt cala- 
mities & grietes that may come vpon him, to 
haue a fopful and mery heart, and receiue the 
fo} an eſpeciall cauſe of comfozte, Sop tbeſe 

two 


Ofthe excellencie 


two affectious, which are ioy and ſadneſſe, 
great enemies the one to the other, come and 
meet ſo toget her, that the one is conſtrayned 
to giue place to the other, as the ſtronger and 
hauing the vpper hande: in ſo much that the 
toy of the ſpirit which is incompꝛehenſible, 
as S. Paul ſapeth, inexplicable, in that that it 
pꝛoceedeth from a taſte of heauenly giktes, 
doeth in fine ſwallow vp as it were p ladnes 
and heauines. On the contrary ſide, they that 
baue no taſte ofthole giftes, cannot chule 
but at length be op2eſſed with ſadnes, when 
aducrſitie aſſaplech them, fo2 ſo much as the 
ſweet t louing poke of Chꝛiſt is too heauy a 
burden fo2 them, becauſe they cannot cop2e* 
hend, how God our moſt louing and merci⸗ 
full father giueth them power to ſuffer that 
which they doc ſuffer, to bzing them to his 
bliſſe, whereas the Chꝛiſtian mounteth vp on 
high. and paſſeth the very heauens,# holdeth 
himſelf quiet and glad foz the bliſſe of the in: 
herit ance to come, as though he had it in his 
boſome, committing himlelfe foz the reſt to 
Gods direction and gouernement, as indeed 
it be langeth to the father, who is of right a⸗ 
boue al fathers. And ſo not meaſuring the pus 
niſhments after the iudgment ofthe fleſhe, 
but giuing honour to God, he Co 
| 


— FMS WF ws WW ST TP S*TW ww wa wa WW a3.H4 


— — —— — —_— „ . —_— - —_ _ 


that he moderateth his puniſhments both dil⸗ 


ſetled x marcheth on without krare, z not fo 
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treetely & wiſely, ſo that there can be nothing 
found in them, but very good moderation, e 
ſuch mealure, that though thꝛough weaknes 
ak reaſon he be not alwayes able to compꝛe⸗ 
bend it, yet he hath ſufficient to comfort him⸗ 
ſelfe, in that he knoweth that Gods iudge⸗ 
ments are moſt juſt and righteous. 

To be ſhozt , euen as a man that paſſeth aa 
thzough a ſtrong flood oz ſtreame on foote, © come. | 
leaſt he ſtumble and fall downe, ſctteth his — 
eve ſteadilp vpon the firme lande which hee ſtian paſ⸗ 
mindeth to attaine vnto, and marketh not the ſing rho- 
ſwift courle of the water, and lo goeth ouer rte lol 
ſafely and is nothing diſmayed: ſothisman this walk 
paſſing thꝛough the raging waues of pꝛeſent 1 
troubles, turneth away his ſight, his thought, 
and all appꝛehenſion that he might otherwiſe 
haue of the miſeric of them, and likting vp his 
eyes to heauen, beholdeth there with a ſpiri⸗ 
tual regarde the ineſtimable treaſures of the 
heauenlp inheritance , which he ſtriuech to 
attaine vnto, and by this meanes eaſily ſur⸗ 
mounteth all hozro2 and feare of tozments 
and griefes which commonly make alteratis 
ons in mens heads, #caſteth them headlong 
into deſperation. So then he ſtandeth ſurely | 


onelp 


Fs 
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The glory onely but leapeth fo2 top,and reiopceth in his 
— _ tribulations, & glozieth in the crolle which ỹ 
eofſe, Wold accompteth ſhamefull # infamous, as 

in a thing which he eſteemech molt pzecious 
and honourable, and moze full of maieſtie 
then all the crownes and ſcepters, pꝛoude 
pompes and triumphes of all the kinges in 
the woꝛld, which the wozld wondꝛeth at: foꝛ 
he caſteth his eyes vpon Jeſus Chziſt, and 
beholdeth in him the gloꝛy ok his ſufferances, 
whereby he ſecth himſelfe glozified with 
him, and the repꝛoche that commeth by him 
-to become nothing, And indeede, who is he 
that will accompt that thing ignominious 
which is holy, pea andſanctified of God: Oꝛ 
who would deſpiſe that whereby the childzen 
of God are pꝛepared to glozie which is (8 
karre from being diminiſhed in a Chziſtian, 
thꝛogh the contemptible ſtate ofthis pꝛeſent 
life, that it is rather augmented; AndMoſes 
fo2 this cauſe thought the repꝛoches which 
he ſuffered fo2 Chziſts ſake, greater riches, 
: then all the treaſures of Egypt. 
The crolle of Antichziſt andofhis meme 
The crolle bers hath nothing like, it is harde, grieuous 
otnt- and ſhamefullto beart. Foz in that chey ſeek 
not to be tultified by Chziſt, they labour in 
vayne by going about cotuſtifie themlelues, 
any 


2 
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| | and ew themſelues to be enemies to the 
croſſe of Ch iſt, ſtriuing tobeare the mo2tift- 
cation of the croſſe by many fooliſhe inuent i⸗ 
ons, and withdzawing themſelues into delart 
and incloſed places, vnpꝛoſitably puniſhing 
their bodies without faith, without Chailt, 
without hope, and without charitie. 
Thus the Chziſtian man findeth combes ot Theexcel 
honp in the lyons bell ie, that is to ſap, iope, — 
glavneſle and glozy, in the deepeſt and grea⸗ n aflicus· 
teſt miſeries that may be, and a quiet ſtate in 

the gulke of tempeſtes, as if be were in full 

bliſſe, and already rayſed vp from death to 

life, and (ct in the heauenly ploces with Je⸗ 

ſas Chꝛiſt, in whom he polleſſeth euen from 

this inſtant euer laſting gloꝛ ie and bliſſe,and 

obtameth victo2y againſt the rage of Satan, 

and al the foꝛce th e woꝛld is able to vſe:foꝝ 

to him is giuen to treade the Lyons vnder 

foote,and alſo the dꝛagons, and al other hurt⸗ 

kul power, becauſe he marcheth vnder the en⸗ 

ſigne of this valiant captaine which wil ne⸗ 

uer loſe any one ot his, though he employ the 

and exerciſe them in continuall combats, gi⸗ 

uing them this pꝛopꝛietie, that who ſo conti 

nueth ſteadfaſt and conſtant in attayning to 

the glozie of his hope, hall in the end obtaine 


a good and bleſſed ende, where as the 2 
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that is afrayde to make head & to ſet himſelf 
couraciouſly againſt all that exalteth it ſelfe 
as enemie againſt God, is not able to ſay that 
he hath a true hope in him. 

And though the trueth be ſo, that there is 
not a weaker creature in the woꝛld then man 
is⸗ſubiect to the woꝛld, the fleſh, # the deuil, 
and all his luſtes, (though he had the wile⸗ 
dome of the Grecians, t ſtrength of the Ro- 
manes, and vertue of the Philoſophers, and 
right eoulſneſſe of the Tewes in him) alwayes 
in feare, care, and hozrour, # one that cannot 
reſiſt the leaſt tentation that may befall him: 
Fo he is but a ſhadow of vanitie,yea t vani⸗ 
tie it ſelfe : pet notwithſtanding being rege⸗ 
nerate in Jeſus Chyift, he is ſo ſtrõg e migh⸗ 
tie, that though he caſt of all wozlvly helpe & 
fauour, as Dauid put of his armour when he 
went to fight againſt Goliath, he doeth not 
only reſiſt al aſſaults of the wozld, fleſh, the 
deuill valiantly, but alſo ſurmounteth all the 
enemies of God by the vertue of faith, which 
rauſethvs to ſee by her light v all creatures 
are but fanſies and vaine fearebabes, which 
haue no power, but as pleaſeth God to giue 
the, whom we acknowledge to be our father, 
and one that hathſuch a ſingular and father · 
Ipcareof vs that he maketh all things 11 

˖ 0 
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I toour ſaluation:enenſo much that this man 


being tranſfoꝛmed into God by lone which 
ſuffereth al things, can no mo2e be ouercome 
then God himſelfe, being ſure in danger, at 
quiet in tozment,in pouertie rich, in ſicknes 
whole, quiet in perſecucion,glozious in ignos 
minte, bleſſed in milerte, aliue in death, and 
therefo2e victoꝛious and triumphant ouer all 
his enemies: fo2 he that is bozne of God, 
ſapeth S. Iohn, ouertommeth the wozld, 

Iereby we may gather how falſelvthey He thae 
bzag & boat of themſelues þ they are Chzi- vouldex- 
ſtians, which will necds beerempt from this — on 
conditis ofthe Chꝛiſtians, as though it were che croſſe 
poſſible to lay ſuch hold vpon Jeſus Chꝛiſt as abuſeth ths 
we ought, that we might embꝛace him, & let name of a 
his croſſe go: as though we might be mem ⸗ 
bers ol his body, and not be partakers of his 
ſufferãces, which is but a meere # vaine ima⸗ 
gination ſpꝛong from hence, that we do not ſo 
rightly iudge of the benefit of adoption as we 
ought to do, but caſt away v; grace which lãc- 
tifieth vs to euerlaſting like. Fo2 the truth is 
lo, chat who lo p2ofeſleth himſelfto be a chzi- 
ſia + is aſhamed to follow Chꝛiſt who goeth 
befoze him, doth nothing elle but cut ofhims 
ſelfe, as you would ſap, c diſauoweth himlelfe 
to be anp ot Gods Childꝛt᷑. Foꝛ the Goſpel is 
1 neuer 
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neuer without perſecution, neither is there 
any way to come ta the king dome of hea: 
uen but bythe croſſe,though a man would nes 
uer ſo much flatter and excuſe himſelfe,vnder 
a colour of weakeneſle, which is nothing elle, 
to ſpeake as the trueth is in deede, but infive- 
litie, and a [mal accompt that man maketh of 
the holy and ſacred name of the Sonne of 
God. Foz certain it is that faith ſhal alwaies 
ottercome the wozld, but that cannot be done 
without fight. And he that foz feare to cons 
feſſe Sods name openly, alledgeth fo2 him 
ſelfe,that yet notwithſtanding God ſeeth his 
heart, ſapeth true,becauſe he can ſee nothing 
in him but infivelitie and hppocriſie, hauing 
nothing, to ſay the trueth, to turne him away 
from Chziſt, but one ly becauſe he appeareth 
with his croſſe, viſfigured and contemptible, 
and ſubiect to the repꝛoches ofthe wozlde, # 
calleth vs to be partakers of his afflictions, 
So that this kinde of men pꝛekerreth the 
gloꝛie ofthis wozlde, befoze the glozie q mas 
ieſtie of Chʒiſt which is ſpirituall, and the 
eaſe and quietneſſe of this life befoze euerla⸗ 
ſting bliſle: playing therein the part of Eſops 
cock, which found a rich and pꝛecious pearle, 
and koꝛlooke it fo; a graine of coꝛne, ſo vile t 


abiect and baſe their heart is, vopde of all 
noble 
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noblenelle and courage of a Chziffian heart, 


; 


£2 


which ſurmounteth all viſible things, as one 


of the houſhould of God, yea his childe and 


ſeſſion inheauen, then that which men lecke 


here vpon earth, But ſeeing rhe wozlde is ſo 


bꝛutiſh, and full of malice and ignoꝛance, we 
need not maruaile, if we ſee the moſt part of 
men dꝛawe backe and cowardly caſt away 


their weapons, as ſoone as they ſee the ſtan⸗ 
darde ok the croſſe (et vp, as wee haue ſeene 


moꝛe examples then were to be wiſhen: and 


that of ſuch, as at the beginning ſcemed to be 


valiant ſoldiers, which had neuer learned 
to warfare and fight again their enemies 
but with a certaine hautineſſe of courage, 
which paſleth away by and by, and not to pol⸗ 
ſeſſe their ſoules in patience, Theſe and ſuch 
like arc the apparant markes and ſignes of 
the holy Ghoſt in a Chꝛiſtian man, and His 
true oznaments and beaut ie that hath put on 
Jeſus Chziſt, whereby he may be knowne 
from other. | 


heire, being aſſured that there is a better poſs | 


Aman ista 


* e 


Nom that we haue in this ſoꝛt ſpoken of be taken 
the ercellencie ol this man, by marking any for a Chri- 
ſettinghimfozth in his colours, no man may ni es!. 
chinke that J will take no man fo2 aChziftfs ,-. . 


an,but him thac hath theſe mirkes lo pertecr new 
" Wb 
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Ip as though he were full of the holp.Gho8; 

And rencwed with ſuch vpzichtnelle of life, 

as though he wanteth nothing. Foz if the 

Caſe ſtood ſo, it were very harde to finde any 

ſuch amongſt men, fo2 there hathneuer been 

man pet lo perfect. Foz when we ſpeake of a 

Chziſtiã man, as ot a man p is truely renews 

ed, and made ſpirituall, iuſt & without blame, 

we may not thinke that the woꝛke of this ma⸗ 

king a new creature, is a wozk done in a mo- 

ment, oz in a dap, yea 02 perfected all his life 

ane worte. long: as we may net allo thinke, that it is a 

Oi :. = Wozke which is wꝛought equallp in all;fo2 it 

ot perfe= is a woʒk which God furdereth in pꝛoceſſe of 

ted in one time by litle and litle, and as it were by de- 

1 grees, accoꝛding to the meaſure that it pleas 

ſcth him to giue to eche of vs vntill he hach 
bought it to perfection. 

So that the ſpirit of God which is giuen 

owa chri. tg a Chꝛiſtian, doth ſo aboliſh the coꝛruptiou 

* — * of the fleſh, that there remayne not withſtan⸗ 

Ppirituall & ding euen to death ccrtaine religues of the 

xightcous. old man, but yet lo that the holy Gholk in the 

end getteth the vpper band: faz it cannot be, 

Put he is the ſtrongeſt whereloeuer be is, and 

by the efficacie of his mouiug . he holdeth men 

- | neceſſarilie in ſteady and continuall obedifce 

ol lultite, as the leeve whereby he is r 
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rate is fncorruptible by meanes whereof; 
this man p is ſo regenerate, abiverhy 
withſtanding i in the fleſh and ſinne dwel⸗ 

leth in him: yer acco2ding to his better part, 
and in reſpect or the ſpirit that in theendru- 
leth in him, be is called ſpirituall,ſo p though 
there be at this pꝛeſent no ſuch perfection in 
the wozld, but here may be ſome fault found 
Dith it, not withſtand ing he is already coun⸗ 
fed as it were, inrepꝛehenſible, and without 
blame, who is regenerate and ot a right heart 
tendeth to this marke. And J thought good 
to adde this point, to the ende that no man 
ſhould diſcourage himſelfe, though he feele 
not a perfect regeneration and crucifying of 
the fleſh in himſelf, and a full # whole quicks 
ning of ſpirit, but lay that befoze him which 
I ſpake of befoze,as it were a patterne where 
he hath to fozme and frame his life, ſhooting 
alwapes at the perfection, as at a marke 
which he mult alwapes leuil at, conſidering 
bow ſmall a thing it is and of litle accompt 
to enter into the liſt of the Goſpell, vnleſſe 
we labour and ſtriue to come to the end. Foz 
the chiefeff wildome of the beſt, is todꝛaw on 
further and to goe on moꝛe and moze, as the 
calling of a Chꝛiſtian man requireth: nay no 
dun dughet to thinke of IO he hath 
No- 


Ofthe excellence 


pꝛoliten but (mally,that can feele inhimſelfe - 
eme ligne and witneſſe of that felowſhip.he 
hath with Chzilt in his death, and reſurrecti, 
on thzough newe motions of an vnfayney 
heart, which ſtriueth in deede to godlineſſeof 
life : conſidering that God ok his free goods 
veſſe vouchſafeth that holy affection which he 
himſelte planteth in the hearts of his ſeruats 
this honour.that he taketh him fo2 a Chꝛiſti⸗ 
an, which is not lo, as pet pꝛaperlp: foꝛ man 
cannot come ta this happineſſe in this life, to 
be cleane from al ſinne, and to haue a kulneſle 
of faith and pure charitie. And in that that a 
man is taken to be a Chʒiſtian, it is by reaſon 
of the newneſſe of lite that is begunne in him 
thꝛaughthe vertue of the holy Ghoſt, that by 
his vertue quickneth bim, vntil he be perfects 
ly renewed : which cannot be done befoze the 
time that we ſhall haue put off the moꝛtality 
of theſe our bodies, and therewit hall the filth 
nu du. of Unne. | 
eryoac  - Andtherefoze let a man examine bis life, 
nathee ſound his heart to the depth, to knowe whe⸗ 
hould well ther he finde the markes of a Chziſtian there 
e 9} no: and incale he doe finde them there let 
erher he bim be as thankkull to God as if be had recei⸗ 
truely ued the greateſt benefit in the wozlde, being 
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| ofa Chriſtian man. 2 
.| Audtherefoze let him with S. Jom Rippe fox 
iop, and cry out with Elyzabeth, and inlarge 
tongue with Zacharie, and magmfie the 
Lozd with the virgin Mary, foz that it hath 
pleaſed him to caſt vpon him, being but a 
wozne of the earth, the eyes of his great mer 
Cie, to make him taſte ſuch high things, ſa 
rich and ſecret to the ſence of man that there 
is noepe can fre them: and uoeare can heart 
them, noꝛ heart and vnderſtanding can com⸗ 
pꝛehende them, and let that man knowe, that 
this ſecrete was giuen him, to the ende he 
ſhould keepe this ſo great a beneſite vnto 
death, by increaſing the ſame faith, whereby 
he was receiued to be, partaker of this bene⸗ 
fit: foʒ it was the ende of a Chziſtian mans 
calling to goe on moꝛe and moꝛe in obedience 
to godward, and to ſtriue without: ceaſing to 
dꝛaw euerp day moze neare then other to him. 
regarding on the one ſide the goodneſſe of 
God to them thar continue, and on the other 
ſide his ſeueritie on them, which abuſe the 
treaſure and bountifulneſle ofhis grace, g it 
on the other ſide,he cannot know in himſelf þ 
be is a Thꝛiſtian choſenof God, let him ſobbe 
ee ſigh befoze his face, c pꝛay to him to make 
him partaker of his ligbt & heauenly grace, 
we enve hemp be ee 2 fob 
A 


Oftheexcellehcie* 
that doubteth;hath not as pet ſufficift light 
in him, ſecing the efficacie ofthe witrieſſe' 
Gods ſpirite is ſo cleere and certaine in his 
1 heart in whom hee is, that as touching that 
þ Tar — is point, there is nodoubt. But we may wel laß 
dens that that man is blinde, peruerle and milerg* 
Ot per- ble, that cannot perl wade himſelfe ſo muchotk 
wade him · the goodnoſſe, mightie po wer and truethot 
elke hee is God. , as to beleeue his p20miles which hee 
(Criſtian; hath made, andſwozne and pronounced 0 
ſolemly: and therefoze let euery man fkrine 
with himlelfe co make his election ſire 
thꝛough a good conſciente x ſinceritie of life 
anlwerable to che p1ofeſſion of his faith, any 


labour by all meanes poſſible,that the 
woꝛld map know in deede that it 
is not in vapne that he per⸗ 
ne bumkelke he is a | 
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